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Of the followng inierefting ntWily it may he 
f roper to ohferve^ that it had confiderabU influ* 
0me i» fredminf^ two m^morMe dieerea^ $f the' 
NATIONAL CONVENTION,— M^ one 
authorijing Divorce, — the Q$her allowing 
Prissts to marry. 
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Dorothy De Varmont, to Emily 

' De Varmont. 

*..,■■ 

Providence ConTcnt, May ii, 1782. 

Bewail my fate, my dear Emily ! 
bewail your own ! You have no longer 
a fitter ! There now exifts no further 
connexion between ypur fitter and the 
world, than that of Ijer regret, — of 
her regret which will bS as long as her 
lifeitfelf. 

» ■ ■ . 

It Was. ijiis , morning .... Gracious 
God ! already it appears to me an age 
— -awhole age of fufFering! .... yes> this 

Vol. I. B 
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morniag I took the veil I the eternal ia- 
crifice is confummated. 

It was not without a cruel intention, 
that, on the very day which witnefled 
the departing (ighs of our fether, his 
widow — who no longer deferves that 
I (hould beftow on her any other appel- 
lation — caufed you to be torn away 
from the convent, where wc might at 
leaft, my deareft Emily, have mingled 
our fighs together. To weaken, flie 
found it neceffary to feparate us: — 
united, we fliould have been lefs eafily 
fubdued. Not that I am vain enough 
to fuppofe that your firm and coura- 
geous counfels would have fufficiently 
protected me againft the violence of our 
common enemy, and efpecially againft 
myfelf — againft myfelf, who,, unable 
on any occafion to get the better of my- 
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timidity or my terrors, have never view- 
ed the countenance of my father's wife, 
without lighing or fliuddering in her 
prefence. Too well I feel, that, by a 
fingle word, by a look, Madame De 
Varmont would have feared away my 
firmeft refolves. Sooner or later, in 
fpite of all. your efforts, and under 
your very eyes, (he would have fucceed- 
cd in dragging her vi6tim to the altar. 
But then that accumulation of wretch- 
ednefs would itfelf have afforded me 
one powerful motive of confolation — 
the day of my oppref?ion would have 
been that of your deliverance. Ah! 
can it be fuppofed that the well-found- 
ed averfion yoU entertain for that life of 
Hftlefs lalTitude, of moping indolence, 
and utter dereliftion, which is called the 
mons^ftic life, would not have turned 
to downright hatred, when you had 
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4 EMILY DE VARMONT. 

witnefled the deep defpair which feized 
on the wretched Dorothy at the mo- 
ment when (he was compelled to facrifice 
herfelf for ever ? And if once they had 
fo far fucceeded as to make you wear 
even for a fingle hour that fatal habit, 
that funereal drefs, to which you faw 
your filler condemned for a whole year 
— now, alas ! for ever — if they had 
fo far fucceeded, by what means would 
they ever have been able to force me 
to pronounce thofe laft vows, which, 
in fpite of my heart, I uttered in mur- 
murs with my lips, and which my bro- 
ken fighs would perhaps have prevent- 
ed you from hearing ? 

She flood by, neverthelefs — that wo- 
man, who is faid to be your mother 
and mine. — No ! (he is not our parent ! 
Did (he nurfe us ? did (he rear us ? -— 



EMILY DE VARMONT. 5 

On the contrary, her hatred ever kept 
us at a diftance, and unceafingly per- 
fecuted us. It was for her fon — for 
herfon alone— ^ that (he feferved the 
nutriment of hfer breaft, her every care, 
her undivided tendernefs : — nor were 
her affeftions mifplaced : for, my heart 
forebodes that he will prove hiinfelf the 
worthy fon of fuch a mother. 

My deareft Emily, beware of your 
brother ! Scarcely arrived at his twen- 
tieth year, he has already feared his 
heart again ft the touch of compaffion : 
nor does the drop of fenfibility ever 
moiften his eye. Could you conceive 
that he affifted at the dreadful cere- 
mony ? He came to witnefs the facri- 
fice of his fifter ! He beheld it without 
the alteration, of a fingle feature ! The 
vaulted ^ome re-echoed a-while with 

B v 
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my mournful figh^ : ^ I faw ftrattgeri 
melt with pity: rtiy mother herfelf turn- 
ed pale : bdt young Varmont remained 
tmmoved, — Gracious God ! I tremble 
tn anticipating his doom ! what future 
fate haft thou in referve for him ? what 
dreadful nleafure of crimes is he de- 
ftinedtofill? ^ 

May this image of my poignant an- 
|;ui(h be ever prefent to your niind> tny 
deareft Emily : may it inceflantly keep 
you in a ftate of watchful alarm ! For- 
get not for one moment that the fate 
by which I am overwhelmed, is aJfo 
preparing for you. — I know you are 
not fo weak and timid as your unfortu- 
nate fifter. I Would fain hope that you 
will courageoufly repel their criminal 
folicitations, — that you will fpurn at 
their inhuman entreaties, and defpife 
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their deteftable menaces. But it is againft 
their infidious artifices that I thought it 
neceffary to forewarn and arm you. I 
think them capable of pra66fing thife 
bafeft of flratagems. If they tell you, 
Emily — if they dare to tell you, that 
Dorothy pafles her days in peace and 
content,— {how them this letter, bathed 
with my tears, and figned with my 
blood. 
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.I^AOAM,^ DiE Varmont to Emily, 

' • . 1. ..- . ; ; . 

^ Paris, May 15* 

A FEW days ago, your fitter em* 
braced. that ftate which was the only 
one fuitable to her' foi'tune and her* fa- 
mily : you will not long delay to imi- 
tate fo laudable ar|.j,exampkV 

So fully am I convinced of^ybtir iHll- 
ingnefs to take that ftep, that I have 
juft difmiffed all your matters. I (Sid not 
think the inhabitant of a convent could 
have any occafion for mufic or dancing : 
nor do I conceive any greater neceffity 
that (he fhould be thoroughly verfed in 
foreign languages : and as to your na- 
tive tongue, you already pofleCs more 
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abfence from Bred, where I was chain- 
ed down by Itfcdtttiea of. my ftation. I 
arrived too late to embrace your re- 
vered father, — too late to refcue your 
elder fifter, — -but not too late to de- 
fend yotf." 



.*■* ••> 



He quitted roe, my dear Dorothy^ 
without further explanation. ^ - 
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Emilt to Dorothy. 

19th Majy 1 1 io the morning. 

Let me tell you, Dorothy— He re- 
newed his vifit this morning : and here 
follows the ailoniihing declaration he 
made to me— • 

" I come to aik you. Madam, whe- 
ther you would prefer the marriage 
vows to thofe of the convent, and en- 
tertain no particular averfiop to my per- 
fon. This is the utmoft I can expe^ 
of you,— I have fo feldom enjoyed the 
happinefs of feeing you, and am fo lit- 
tle known to you. But what 1 fay of 
myfelf with refpeft to you, I muft alfo 
fay of you with refpeft to myfelf.— To 
declare that I adore you> would be a 
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falfehood to which you could not givt 
credit. The truth is this — whatever 
intereft your youth and misfortune are 
capable of exciting in the heart of man, 
— that intereft I feel. No doubt, you 
artf»formed by nature to infpire a more 
lively fentiment : and it is probable I 
fhall in time ^perrence it : but that 18 
a circumftance for which 1 cannot ven- 
ture to pledge myfelf beforehand. How^ 
many women, perhaps not inferior . to 
you in beauty, have never kindled an 
ardent paflion in the breaft of our fe^x, 
and. yet have not b^en the lefs happy 
on that account? Allj therefore, that 
I can promife you, in cafe my oflFers arc 
not rejefted, is, that many wives who 
think themfelves idolifed, will have iefe 
reafon than you, to be pleafed with the 
behaviour of their huibands i for^ next" 
to my country, my wife fliall ever be 
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the objeft of my tendered care and af- 
feaion/' 

The extraordinary man who thus ad- 
dreffed me, had juft rifen from his feat : 
and your fitter, my dear Dorothy, lapjt; 
in aftoniftiment which could only be; 
equalled by her coilfufion, continued, 
in a liftening attitude even after he had 
ceafed to fpeak.> — After a (hort interval 
of filence, he thus refumed — 

** There is but one cirCumftance that 
I regret j which is, that 1 can allow you 
only a few hours to'dejiberate. But my. 
time is (hort : my fliip awaits me ; and^ 
the voice of my country fummons me 
to war. nelibbr'ate, — make up your 
mind between this and the eveui;ng :— *. 
in the evening I fhall.jcome to receive 
your anfwer. If it be favourable to my 
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than fufficient of it to enable you to 
pronounce your vows. 

To morrow morning I fliall fend for 
the chief part of your clothes. — Your 
f^sither took pleafure in infpiring you 
with a tafte for luxury,.^ and with co- 
quettidi notions, which it is abfolutely 
neceflary that you fliould now lay afide-^ 
Befides, what ufe could you hencefor- 
ward have for fuch a coftly wardrobe ? 
Within a week at fartheft, you are. to 
vvear the novicial habit. — If you hap- 
pen to entertain a repugnance to the 
ftate for which you are deftined, ftill it 
is. not me you are to blame for having 
forced you to embrace it : — ^ your re-» 
proaches are folely due to the menlory 
of Monfieur De. Yarmont, whofe foolifU 
extravagance has fo reduced the family^ 
property, that the remnant which hasi 
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fallen to my poffeflion will be hardly 
fufficient to provide an eftablifliment 
for my dear fon — that valuable youths 
who is the fole confolatton of his mo- 
ther —^ the only hope of the family. 
On the other hand^ your fitter and you 
invariably afFeflied to idolife your father. 
But why (hould I be furprifed at fuch 
cohdud ? It was but natural that you 
ihould both adore him, fince he was 
the cofiftant torment and plague of my 
life. 

I have but a word more to fay to 
you. Madam. I know you to be ad- 
di£led to arguing, indocile^ obftinate : 
but you will pleafe to remember that 
the tyrannic fway of your father is now 
expired with his life ; — that I have the 
command at prefent, and that I infift 
on being obeyed. , 
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Emiiy to Dorothy. 

Providence Convent, May 17. 

Behold^ my dear Dorothy, a letter 
from my mother, delivered to me in 
the parlour this morm'ng. I hafte to 
convey it to you> fiiKe my two laft have 
fafely reached you through the channel 
you had pointed out^ and fince you 
think that to be a fafe medium of cpm^ 
munication. 

The cruel commands of my mother 
did n<»t furprife me : but I could not 
help being greatly aftonifhed on recog«^ 
nifing the perfon who delivered them. 
It was Monfieur Bovile, that yoiing 
gentleman of tall ftature, of advanta* 
geous figure^ of noble deportment, 

/ B 6 
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whom my father ufed to call his pupil, 
— whom. he fometimes invited to our 
houfe, and whofe exploits he took a fin- 
ffular pleafore in relating, after his re- 
turn from his laft cruife. " Ah !" faid 
i to him, ** what a dreadful commiffion 
they .have charged yjm .to execute ! • — 
ypu. Sir, — you, the. friend of my fa- 
ther ! • — Dq you ^^k; that in the laft 
moments, of his life h^^ld have learn- 
ed without grief thjit:fueh hafte would 
be made to open graves for his daugh- 
ters clofe befide his own ?" 

•. ^* I unde'tftand you,*' replied Mon- 
fieur Bovile : " and to know your fenti- 
ments in the firft inft^nce, was my ear- 
Dcft ivifli. ;Do n>€ the jiiftice, , Madam, 
to believe., that, on the firft idtelligence 
of Monfieur De Varmpnt's ilinefs, I 
exerted every effort to obtain .leave of 
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^ifhes, I inftantly fly to Madame VaN 
mont, — obtain her confent, — marry 
you to-morrow -T- and depart the next 
day.". 

He had taken his leave, and was go- 
ing, but fuddenly returned — 

" Do not," faid he, " defer the exe- 
cution of my projeds until my return 
from my cruife, — Madam, I do not 
wiih to dedeive you : my profeflion is 
a dangerous one. Take my advice — 
do not leave the peace "and happinefs 
of your life at the mercy of thofe perils 
by which mine is furrounded. What 
could induce you to fuch a ftep ? — An 
attention to decency? — It would be 
mifplaced, and unfeafonable : it is 
wholly unneceflary in the prefent in- 
ftance. Make your mind eafy on that 
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fc6re : — I (hall never be tempted to 
harbour the thought that you we^e in 
hafte to get married : but I (hall re- 
queft your permiffion to believe that 
you were in hafte to obtain your liberty. 
— ;Till evening. Madam, adieu !*' 

Dorothy, my deareft Dorothy, aid 
me With your adviCQ. — What anfwer 
(hall I give him i —1 think I ought not 
to hefitatQ : neverthelefs. I Hand in need 
of countenance and fupport* 
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DorothV to Emily. 

If ti& 'MtLYf 2 in the afternoon* 

Emily, if tttj memory does not de- 
ceive me, my father has rendered fome 
fcf vices to that Monfieiir Bovile :— but, 
what a return does he now make for 
them ! Have you not reafon to expeft 
the moft ftrikiiig inftances of kindnefs 
and affeaion from a man w)io is capa- 
hie of repaying favours with fuch deli-, 
cafre generofity r -— AccejJt his offers : 
-*— Bovile is entitled to ah invaluable 
reward — r let him obtain that reward in 
the poffeffion of Emily. ■— Accept hir 
hand : your blifs will alleviate iny mif* 
fortune. 
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BoyiLE to Mai^ame D'Etioles. 

• : i^th Mafi 7 in the afternoon. 

Yes, that Bo vile, whom you oijce fo 
tendferly loved.^ . . . pardoq. me, J^ljeo-; 
noi:a! this is the firft time that I have 
dared to wouod your feelings by reviv- 
ing ideas which I fhall nieyer more re- 
call to ypur remembrance; ; . . ..that Bo- 
yile, who fo ardently fighed to obtain 
you, and who would, no doubt, have 
fucceejd^d' in his purfuit, jif fathers 
would but f grant their daughters to 
thofe who beft deferve them by the ten- 
dereft and moft refpedtful love. . . • . 
that Bovile, whofe defpair nearly coft 
him his life, when you had been forced 
into the arms of another that Bo- 
vile, whom your commands alone could 
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prevail on to endure an odious exif- 
tence after fo dire a misfortune, but 
who fwore he would pafs the remain- 
der of his days in celibacy, that he 
might, undiftrafted by any other ob- 
je&y ever adore the image at lead of 
his- Eleonora. .... that Bovile is on the 
point of — marrying. 

I believe I informed you in my letter 
of yefterday that the woman whom I 
deftined for my bride is pofleffed of a 
thousand charms : hnt you muft know, 
much better than any other perfon up- 
on earth, that it is not her charms that 
have induced me to fake this ftep. — 
I am well aware and what re- 
mark may not freely be made to you, 
Eleonora, to whom no remark is ap- 
plicable, except fuch as is honourable 
and flattering ? .... I am well aware 
that nothing is more fallacious than the 
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countenance of a yoiing woman. I 
know that the -handfomeft women are 
feldom the bell ; and that even if (he bf 
whom I fpeak were the very befl: among 
the fair, I ought not, without diffidehce, 
to engage in the marriage ftate in a 
country where the bands of Hymen are 
tied with a knot whofe indiffolubility is 
truly alarming. Neither am I ignorant 
that al young couple ought at leaft to 
be acquainted with ^ach other's difpc^* 
tions, before they enter into an engage- 
ment which death alone can diffolve. 
Neverthelefs my heart tells me that I 
am doing a praifeworthy deed in haft- 
ening my marriage with this young 
unknown, .who is the daughter of my 
benefaftor, and whom I refcue from the 
melancholy fate which awaits her : and 
can an a£tion which in itfelf is good^ 
ever produce the bitternefs of regret I 
Suppofe it pot impofiible that this wor 
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man may one day behave to me other- 
wife than (he ought ! Under fucb cir- 
cumftances^ I fhall confole myfelf and 
juftify my prefent condud by recalling 
to mind the motives, which, at the mo- 
ment of my forming the refolution, de- 
prived me of the freedom of choice, and 
even of refle£tion itfelf. What happi- 
nefs, on the contrary— what confum- 
Nmate blifs for us both — what an inex- 
hauftible fource of delight--^ if I find 
her pofieifed of thofe virtues which I 
have a right to expefci, -— if I meet 
with the moft pleafing reward of my 
imprudent facrifices, in the obje^ for 
whom they are made ! Befides, can 
I, iit this momentous criils, indulge 
any felfiih confiderations ? Have I a 
right to deliberate, when called on by 
the voice of honour, to fulfil a duty ? 
And if I did take time for delibera- 
tion, would it be either ftrange or un- 
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precedented if a regard for felf (hould 
recommend ingratitude ? « 

Eleonora ! neither you nor • I (hall 
ever forget that a ridiculous , and •.<Hf*' 
cotiraging prejudice condemned tne to 
languifli in the obfcurity of an inferior 
grade, vdiene I fliould have dragged out 
my exiftence, almoft ufetefs to my coun- 
try. A worthy man had fufficient pene^ 
tration to difcover my. flender /merit, 
and made no inquiries concerning tny 
origin. Such of my officers as had no- 
thing but their noble birth to recom«» 
mend them, endeavoured to prevent 
me^ from becoming their equal. H^ 
made me their Superior : he pfoniQted 
me in fpite of all the eftablifhed pre- 
judices of the. age, and fupported me 
4gainft the machinations of envy. - Di4 
he, I affc, obey the ungenerous fuggef- 
tions of felf-intereft, when, for my 



fake, he incurred the enmity of feveral 
powerful men, ind the general blame 
of ^i^^^yUplf flpg^?,Xha magQMJnvty 
which he difplayed in refufing to aban- 
i^Qfii^xs^ ^o.my cx)emies — was it lef$ 
great thdn that which (hould induce me 
ta ftwnj Im j4avrgtter ? -^^ Eleonora f 
a^ Mo^^Wf Varnjiont was a man fu^ 
ft^FiQtl ^ tb^ &g? H which h^ lived. 
IfotwiUltondiiig ptivatp piques *nd 
^h^o^ti^, be ^ill be regretted by the 
naval corps. But it is I, above all -^ 
it is I who have thegreateft rcafon to 
Ument hid pMmifcti^eiofa. ][t is to hip I 
%m indebted f0r n)y fortune, my talents, 
jwy fiun^ : td him f an) indebted for 
the, uneXpefted hi^ppinefs of having, 
young as I %m,^ rendered impprtant fer-^ 
V3cei^ to my cWAtry. 

■ I now fiy tQ reeeiv.e Emily's aofwcr. 
Vol. I. C 
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BdviLE to M^^A^^ Mriox^r. ^^' 



l4. • . 



i9thMay,^^irA''n%hv 



Her anfwer was fliort and iimple 
^^ Sir, if you know any means of j>rc- 
vailing on my mother to let mt live in 
fociety, I will live in it, and devote alt 
my care and attrition to your hap- 
pinefs.** ' - 

^ li • ■ 

■■•^1- I. . i . J . 
I immediately flew to Madame Var- 
mont. — Her fon. was with bep.^~At th<s 
very firft words I fpoke, they both ap- 
peared petrified with aftonifhment.-^ 
The young man haughtily a&ed me 
whether I had any pretenfions to nofaS* 
lity. — I anfwered — •^ -Yes ! the ene- 
mies of the ftate know aud fear mel" 
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The mother, with a difdainful^ air, 
declared that it was perfeftFjr ihcfiflfe-' 
rent, to her whether the hufband ofher 
daughter was a nobleman or a' com- 
moner ; — " but you muft know, ^i\^^ 
added (he, ** that I am by no means in- 
clined to leave my fon unprovided- for/' 

" Madam, I Require no portion with 
Tiis fifter. — Nay, more, in ordtfr X& 
make your mind perfeftly eafy on that 
fubjefl, I confent to fign a receipt, ac- 
knowledging that you have advanced 
to me, as your daughter's fliare of the 
inheritance, the fum of . . . . • " 

" Two hundred thoufend crowns,'' 
haftily added the generous brother, 

** Two hundred thoufand crowns :-^ 
beitfo." ■ 

C 2 ' 
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'i h it poffible/' fakl Miadam Var- 
nuyot with an air of flill greater aftp« 
nUhment than before, — • " is it poffible 
that you can be fo ftrangcly bewitched 
with that little Emily ?'' 



, «* 



I am not be»ritched," replied I : 
*' but I recoUeft that (he was not rear- 
ed up for the folitude of a cloifter.— 
Her father '* 

. " Her father r cried (he. " Perifti 
for ever his memory, and every thing 
capable of recalling it to my mind !" 

^ What ! — you heap curfes on your 
hufband ? By what crime has he deferv" 
ed them V 

^^ What crime ? — I have two daugh- 
ters by him !**, 
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** Gracious heaven ! — But has he not 
alfo given you that fon who is fo dear 
to you?" 

■ * 

•* My fon?-— By what right, Sir, do 
you interrogate me ? — Do you ftiedia 
to dive into my fecrets ? Perhaps a day 
may come when they (hall be revealed : 
— • till then I will have them to be re- 
%€aed.*' 

" I came not. Madam, with a view 
to pry into them: I came to aflc Aic 
Mand of Emily.' 



jc-rauy. 



** No !*• replied the mother : «^ let her 
be difpofed of in the* fame manner with 
her filler : let an eternal barrier fepa* 
rate us.'* 

Here the excellent J^tuhg mitt agaua 
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thought proper to interrupt his mother : 
** Neverthelefs, Madam, if Monfieur 
Bovile acknowledges the receipt of two 
hundred thoufand crowns, the greateft 
objection to the marriage is done 
iiway.*' 

" Well !*' faid (he with an air of irre-. 
folutipn, ^* but (he would ftill live in fo- 
eiety : J fliould be expofed to the tor- 
ment of feeing her I" 

My indignation was now wound 
up to the liighed pitch. — " Heaven 
forbid. Madam !" cried I. — " Ne- 
verj^ n^ver will I expofe you to that tor- 
ment." . 



^ What fecurity will you give me ? 
r ;•*.* Whatever you think proper.** 



9* 
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. " Will you confeht that your wife 
fiialL fpend the remainder of her days 
in a foreign land ?'' 



« 



If neccffary r— if you requirQ i!;'* 



.- I - 



** I do require iu". 



■S y 



iw ?* WclJ \ I pledge my word .of ho- 
nour that your hpiplefs daughter ihaU 
quit her native city in two days^ and 

btir couniry; within a wQpk/' 



J . c 



/V N^ver more to.rctura I** 



£ 



^ I perfeftly well underftand that 
fuch is your intention," 

*' What fecurity fhall I have for the 
performance of your promifes ?** 

C 4 
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^* A written obligation, with af pe- 
nalty of ^ hundred thoufaixL crowns in 
cafe of failure." 






^' Let a notary be fent for/' 

During this dreadful converfetion, 
the youth repeatedly kiffed his mother^s 
iiands. — The notary arrived } and both 

the deeds were executed. 

• • • ,k * 

£]eonora{ I claim both J^oirr pftjr 
and your applaufe : — when this letter 
reaches your hands, 1 ftall be 'rfreSdy 
•ahufband. 

^ ■ • } 1 • ' ' ' I ■ 
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Madame D'Etioles to BoviiEr 

Where is the womaA, generous Bo- 
Tile, who i^ fo tirfetifible to the cha'rnji 
of a tioble d^ed ds not to appimsd yoar 
€pn(ki£t i In another man, I ffiould havt 
admh-ed it : in you, it docs not even fur* 
prife me*— 'How I pity that young 
Varmont^ What a ptmilhrncnt afr^df 
entailed on him fot his hatred to ^ht 
charming Emrly t i— * Houp truly Wippjr 
might he be^ if his heart were «ot caK 
Jous to ' 'every natural feeling ! How 
many motives, direftly contrary, wouW 
any other brother have in his fituation^, 
for rejoicing to fee you marry his filler t 

And then, what a mother is that 

C 5 
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Madame Varmont ! Happily, nature 
does not often produce fuch. .- 

Without intending it, Bovile, you 
have afflifled me beyond meafure. Re- 
ceive thefe confidential effulions of my 
foul ; for I will not conceal from you 
any of my fufferings except thofe which 
{am not permitted to difclofe. 

. That young Varmont is looked upon 
;ts a worthlefs charafter : — I was not 
ignorant of this; but I was far from 
thinking him fo defpicable.— W^ll^ 
jny elder brother is his friend : a, cir- 
cuniftance which gives me great unea- 
iinefs. Murville undoubtedly poffeffes 
an excellent heart : but how many 
excellent hearts, have been corrupted 
by dangerous and improper connec- 
tions I 



tMtLY ^BE VARMOITT. J5 

I have one favour to requeft of you. 
Murville is in the navy as well as you : 
it mull be ealy fcfr you to fall in with 
blip. : §eek hinv put ; .contKafl: an ac- 
q^uaintanc^ with him. , Wheapnce, bf 
your virtuous example, you are enabled 
to pipteft him ^gainff the couhfelspf 
your brofher-m-Iaw,. my mind will b^ 
at eaie.. 

Your brother-ihj'aw f-r- already..? — r^ 
you are already married ? -r Ah !\may 
that union afford you a compenfation 

. J ; J - * • ^ I ^ * '• «j / : 

— An ! may you be as happy — ^ I 
am . • . . fatisfied with your conduft. I 
jweep,. Bovile, — Bovile -rr they, are, the 
fears of tehdernels — of tliat efteem 
with which my foul is penetrated.-^ 
"Adieul may bappinefs atte^ you. 
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Emily to Dorothy* ^ 

•Bfrit, '28th Ma]^^ 5 in tfae%ftcrifd6t^ 

,0 Gfbd! almighty '^od, wlip fearch* 
.eft the inmoft recefles of the hearU 
thou knoweft that we fiaye no|t defejtVe4 
hcrliatred. . ^ 



^ •:; 



Dorothy ! my deareft Dorothy I She 
infilled iWat 1 jhould quit I^rance — that 
I ftould abandon m^ fifter — that roy 
exile and our Reparation ihiould .be eter« 
xial: 



0: /..... tr. 



It is but )his monoient I wajs ipforme<^ 
of the circumftance — at the critical 
moment \vhen we were . on th/e point 
of embarkation. Urged by my prefl|» 
jbg folicitations, my huftand could no 



« 

iod^ cohcM froiii/fik^ the diieadful fe^ 

i iApd ^^ at the tfaiae .iimeviit)!!: a 
wounded imtgtnatkin isJfioaited by tor^ 
faotftttiilg phauiteinas of ter;dvvii creatipbl 
I bad |uft rcfoffred the ctofl xnteHii- 
gtmcfe; Attd, iimner&d in deep deje^on> 
fist lieflSttg <m^»7:eUx>W at the.^iriadow^ 
and iheddiHl; teiivs. Ajiyoiing; mail 
fijo|>ped in the ftreet.of:^pofite:ta my^ii 
partmenty ' and .viewed mr mM^ fudt 
daimeft attentioa aa for a moment to at^ 
tmft my aotice. ^ I tbdugh t^ i Doro« 
thyr^ Jbhat I difcorered la Idm . m]^ 
iNKtfherv; awl/was near fainting^ at Uitf 
fight*, lij eyes, howcirer^ invahintari^ 
returned tQ tbe objeftnf my terrors :i4i^ 
bis. bskck inraisCturited to me> and be wa$ 
grting jawajT;. J< I nevertfeeleft difcot^eted 
my cKTor ^yyrt>M iofaUible ^rooif tf ^ m]^ 
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brother hiis light'rcolaur'cd.hQirY-j'th* 
young man in qiieftion, quite dark. .1. 

A few roihatesf;more, ^4* we departs 
I- am to embark in one of the xnerchaxit 
Ihips of the fleet that is ta'be efborted 
by the fquadroa iii which Bovile comi- 
mauds a frigate. He did Jiot ichoof|if 
t» fixpofe meion aboard a veffet IflBetyltb 
bcf engaged' in' xrombat. i Uei intend^ io 
leave: mie'- in^ Martinique,- Whdfe^he^a^i 
ibme pofielli^Mas^ and where, he exped^ 
every year . to pafs^ fome motlths with 
me'. There he wilMevote» to me dmy 
moment that he can poffibly Q>are frprit 
the difeharge. o£ his itiii&ioQSi The 
Almighty, ever ready^ta pity xhe udfqn^ 
tuxiate, had in referve for trie a^cofn-^ 
penfation for; my Jfirft afBifitioflis; Hc^^ 
bas granted it -*i- he has^ gli^n mei^thn 
mod valuable df'men, the moft'mrtBOUs 
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'o£ buibands. But^ to you> my 4ear 
Dorothy^ what confblation remains ^ 
You now iland fingle in thcfuniverfe 
— abfolutely fingle and friendlefs — 
your only remaining friend was your 
fifter--*wd (lie is tppj frorti JOO^t^ 
Ah i it is but too. tiue^ . tbaA on th^^ day 
o£.0)y marriage I embraced you fpr the 
laft time o£ our live^^ 



— Ailetfer I — it is from yQU--Tj,b944 
to learn the contents* 



. »i • 
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: : 0<ija«THT to Emi^t. , , _ 

'"■'•-'•'•"•/ ."'"• •• iParfs, May ij; 

f f J » ,' * - . -r * 1 1 ,/ I ■ . . ■ . - : • ' ^ ^ 

Two d»j» agoy my dear Emfly,-^ 
a few hour#^after our lailadtcux aoad 
yMr ileparture -*^ ther fco^ iof Madanie 
Varmont — yesy Madame Varswat*^ 
'tis the only name to which fhe is^hence^^ 
fiirward ttftitleil fvom yotr aadixiei~- 
her fon does not defenns 's^ mof e tcodet 
appellali(Hi than herfelf — th^ fon pof- 
feflfes no further claim upon me^ any 
more than the mother r I have now 
neither parent nor brother : — • the 
whole current of my aflfeftion ftiail 
now be turned towards my fifter,^ who is- 
as highly deferving as they are ui^wor- 
thy of it. — Moniieur Varmont» tben^ 
^—Monfieur Varmont had the ^audacity 



ter^y^me a vifin 'i Before I could. ^9 
friy Jip$ 4o reproacltliici wkh jw-,^wel- 
t^jfMs BYBricerhit infetmtft ;^li}rit ^ 
Wealth; lowhkli heJbtdibffcmipif raf- 
idHdr^ldkfired tbMlihMld be f^crificed^ 
»*-«befbi^ i liad tiol/b itQi Utter ^ fi^^Ie 
wvd, he thjcis addrnffisd mer*-^ 

(i/ffvYoa wiH 110 longer Bccofemeof 
ambition :L»fM> there ^ i)i jour fifter well 
ukrried^ I hope^^^Mj foarttttneis riimi- 
Diflied above* one half. It was^ neveD- 
thelefsj^ I who prevailed .t>n Madame 
VarmoDt Jisbf guretfaat Ht'tle Jointly afbiw 
tone of fix hundred rthoufand Hyres F': 1 

lij^cm .liad.:before mpipnSsA vmh of Itht 
-cdnditiaii|fMOriiwlikth'rthe igenefotmfftc^ 
^deiiadrofadrtneil yDuri hamilcvjoovlhaii 
]i6t<sbmkfa}ed^frQm finetiie tarcaniftance 
*^tdwdL>hcr faimielf chad been ofeUg|sdt{» 
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cd^fefs^'ta- ycm at '^thd^^ moment when 

you^ were ■ betrothed to him •*-+• that-lie 

IvadKIgAed a feceipt for afum whidhcht 

■bad nevep ieeei ved. ■ Conceive thdn^ vif 

you can, wfiat ' aif lefF^ft' the^ cbofidcit 

aflbrance of 'thitt Varmbnt prodiided ea 

me. Eager to fliifeoVer .whether heT»w» 

"Capable of perfevering with nnblufhing 

cfFronterjr in *marntainingti7r falTcAibbd^ 

and of coolly fupporrifigj Ifee: Treightf of 

an xniiheriled ^encoHHum> I praiied.hfa 

difmtereftedntefsr I extolled hl& juftkew 

»— Befieve..mi&^^ Emily, he long lifted^ 

ed'to niypralfes with- alt tfoe- calm fa- 

r^nky:of iBonftJiQusMniiocehce, alHhat 

modeft pride of innate virtue, which I 

had a. £&w hours vbefove obTeir veld in }£>ur 

liulband, ai^ ^^tiiiieKiitvtbaughtmkoh> 

jfivi^lycopnfinieii^ tO"t|iore'iWiilisy'Aresdiabi^ 

tua^Hto /then(bra£ii€e dfinbUb detids« 

fivitiet'iiiednfQrnbxybuii^ifbf hihibJBabt^ 



Xary .that I flxoujd .i*am you/ aad fliow 
jrou how cautioufly you ou^ht, on,eye»y 
/Dccafipn, to ftp^iidf on your gugird,^g«^inft 
the , only. bmt. the bafeft epe^^y that 
you can have to fear— -let me inform 
you of the obfervation he made in re- 
.tum for all my ppmpUipents. , 

/ ^ . ■ . . ■ 

. ff Certainly/.' fald he, ftrut^ing aboijt 
the apartment with ftately ftrides, and 
with an air of confummate (elf^compla- 
cency,.-— **. Cc^rtainly, 'tis not without 
a degree of regret that one parts with 
(9 con^dera|;)Ie a fum. But why ihould 
I not expeS that I may o;ie day recover 
it 2 -T- your fifter*s gonftitutio^ i^ deli- 
cate : and if ilie happens to ^i^J^ithoujb 
iffue, Boyile, )}as fufficient property to 
refund, lier,n>.^rria^^ : ;. }. 

; At, this ^^traiUlAF^9Ji*^'.Wkf: 
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indignation would haye burit forth in a 
torrent of opprobrigus language : but I 
retired, darting on him a ii|^i^caot 
Jook, of Which -he 6oaId i^ot foil j^el^* 
feftlj to comprehend the thtaning. - 

* ■ ■ 

• 

This moment one of Madamfe Vai^ 
mont's domeftics came to a(k me whe-^ 
ther I had feen his mifirefs*s jfon the dajr 
before ycfterday. It fcems he fet out 
from Paris the moment after ht had 

* 

quitted me. The only tircumftance 
that is known refpe£ting himj, is, tha# 
he t6ok poil-horfes^ amd was accompa^ 
nied by a £ngle fervant^ the infolent 
LaEeur^ of whom he has made his €oi>^ 
iidant and bofom friends Madame- 
VarnooQt, though long accuftomed to^ 
fuch fudden di&ppearances of her fon, 
feems nevcrthelefs to bd very uneafy 
oii, the prefent bccafion,^^ probably be- 



caufe he, in this inftance, quitted her 
without bidding her adieu. For my 
part, too, my' ^a^ EmUj^, I am afto- 
nifhed at.fuch extraordioarjr precipita* 
tion, attended with fuch an air of myf- 
tery. Had his obje^ bten only one o^ 
thofe parties of pleasure on/whic!kili€» 
has often been known to ipeod wbolo^ 
weeksj and at which. xoy father ufed ta 
aj^ear ib difplf afed^/ 'WouM he not 
have difcloled hi# intentions to hb mo^ 
Iher, whom he an ^er been accufiom^ 
*ed to honour with his confi^^itiai fe- 
trets f — What dtSgols, then^ xan K© 
have ifa agitation ^ Whither are hi9 
fteps directed with fuch hafte ? — But; 
what kitereft have I in his\co8idu£):f CH 
what confequende it it to The, provided 
he be cfrily gone to fucUa diflance tis ne^ 
ver more to have it in hi* power to aterm 
cither you or me by his odious pi^fence? 



4^ Mm tvit Mf^ y^Kuomr. 






% 

• I - ' 

Brfett, aStS May, jr in the evening. 

WftAT have I read ?~ You have re- 
doubled the >uneafinefs, the terror, by 
which liwas agftated. Can it in fa£t 
be Varmont, 'who -but this moment 

Heavens ! what ckquifite torture, 

to fear thofe wh?)ni we would wifll t& 
love !-^ Can it he' Vartjiont ? — I have 
oftea heard that tberis is^an art of 
daang»9g'the'colo]iir of the hair. -~ But, 
even if it were he/ furely he did not 
come here on my accbiint* What bu- 
finefs caii he have' with me? What fur-* 
ther demand cln : he have again ft hir 
fiiler who is on :the point of going into 
perpetual exile ? What additional Tacrr- 
fice can he require ? — I know not ; 



but I tremble^ and (hall not feel my 
mind at eafe till I am fafe on (hip-> 
board T-;W'ih»l>rv^^ on. aboard tfial (hip 
which is to tranfport me to where a 
boviiidiels extent of oc^an will feparate 
£m)^y . (rpni _hen, abandoned; . fi.ft^ ?! nf^ 
A^!. e^fcu^.myf dw Porothy,^ pxc^ufe, 

*?^?i:?^'^:?fW7; jprefagfi^ .which Wex, a*. 
«Q\^d flE^/dghted iinaginat^OT^^ / f-n.: 

, ... Crupl Yarmont ! he looks forward to. 
my dea^b! p^rl^pshp wi(hesibarit--rhe 
vff.ii\cs^Sof its as ;hc oppqrtunity pf ^ob- 
bii)g Bo vik Jb|^ ^ aOt .of copfi^^ r^atej ^vil- 
Ijiny ! — I^^all ^pmmui^qat^|be.w^^^^ 
affair. Xq ray hv(]band. Jt is ^ duty, I o^wc 
bim, .— Dorothy, my : deare^il; ,! Uorp^^y, 
the. wind corner .^ir, — th^. capt^f 
h^rry tjie d^paiytur^, 'of. the .fleet — 
Adieu! Ad^euJ . -, . . , 

. • ' • ' • . I 

» - . . , I , - • • , , I 
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t 
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Chateaulini ftpth May, 7 in the evening,, 

SO! Monfieur Varmont ! — Haw totii^ 
is it fince you have brought "ydurfelf 
to confent to remain in a toWn Whefd 
I am, without' paying me a vifit rkM 
how long is it fince your hair, which I 
have feen of a bright red, has tur]ne<d to 
a difgufting black ? — In f^te of Jmt 
aukward difguife,* I recognrfed yo\ii 
Mafter Jup!ti^r-: and if you w^H inquiri 
of your Mefrctrty, MonfieurLaffeur, he' 
cah teli yoA 'whether or not' my eye 
poffeffes any Ikill 'in phyfiognomy. — 
He attempted to play off hfslies and 
fubterfugfes; and would maintain to rtiy 
face that I was miftaken in'fuppoflng 
I had feen either you or him. But 
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I 

my cane, trandiflied over his rtioulders, 
extorted from him the confeffion that 
he was the real Sofias, and that you* 
were afclually in Breft, as I had fufpcft-' 
ed, afting the part of Amphitryo. I 
hope, my dear friend, that you will not 
delay a moment to "favour me with the 
name of the fair one who is the caufc 
of your metamorphofis. 

On the whole, however, your varlct 
of a footman concluded by putting a 
trick on me. He gave me a wrong 
direftion ! Laft night I fought you 
through the whole town ; but you were 
no where to be found : and this morn- 
ing before day-light, being recalled 
home by urgent bufinefs, I fet out from 
Breft, wifliing my flippery friend the 
worft of all poffible fuccefs in his ad- 
venture. 

Vol. L D 



50 EMILY DE VARMONT. 

You are furprifed that I have as yet 
got no farther than Chateaulin ? Let 
me tell you, then, that I feem born for 
fortunate adventures as well as you* 
At the break of day, between Breft and 
Doulas, I picked up a treafure — I 
found a charming young creature on 
the high road. — You will perhaps alk 
what brought her there? — My dear 
friend, fhe was on her way, gently and 
quietly, to — the other world: and, 
had not my poftillion kept a watchful 
eye before him, he would have expe- 
dited her journey — he would have 
driven right over her. I fhould have 
been inconfolable for the accident, 
Onfy conceive, that, notwithftanding; 
fhe was in a fwoon, almoft locked in 
the cold embrace of death, her hands 
fmeared with blood, her face disfigured 
with fcratches and bruifes, fhe ftill djC- 
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played a thoufend charms ! . . . . Surely, 
the fweet girl muft, in her natural (late, 
poffefstr^fcendent beauty ! 

But, who had reduced her to the C- 
tuation in which I found her ? — Some 
favage beaft, no doubt : for it is impof- 
lible that fuch charms as hers fliould 
not have difarmed the moft barbarous 
of men. -r-To whom does Ihe belong ? 
— As yet I know not: — flie cannot 
fpeak. But what I am moft anxious to 
Know, is,, .whether fhe be a maid or a 
wife; Hqwevcr, Jet her only recover 
fpeediljfe and.IfhaJl fpeedily afcertain 
that point. . * - * * 



• 
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In expe^ation of that happy mo- 
ment, and with a view to expedite its 
arrival, I took the fair wanderer into 
my poft-chaife, A relay of horfes was 
in readinefs for me beyond Doulas; 
and moreover, I ftiould not have been 
able to find a furgeon in that wretched 
village : I therefore drove on to Cha- 
teaulin, where I write you thefe linesr 
near the bed- fide of my fair patient. •-* 
She {hows little fign of recovery. 

Already can I communicate to yoa 
a very fingular incident — While writ- 
ing, I pronounced your name --^he re-' 
peated it. — Eager to hear the firft 
words (lie fliould utter, I flew to the 
bed-fide. She feemed to colleft all hep 
ftrength in order to view me with at- 
tention — but uneafinefs and anxiety 
were ftrongly depicted in her couxite- 



EMILY DE VARMONT. 53 

nance. " Varmont !'* faid (lie : " You 
know him then ?'' 

*^ He is," replied I, ** my intimate 
friend." 

Suddenly (lie turned to the other fide 
of the bed, as if afraid of me. 

*^ Are you, then,*' refumed I, " ac- 
quainted with Varmont ?** 

I received no anfwer : the poor girl 
was incapable of fpeech. But, notwith- 
ftanding her again falling into a fwoon, 
the furgeon, who on examination does 
not find that flic has received any dan- 
gerous wound, expefls to reftore her in 
a few days : and as to myfelf, I have 
already taken my refolution : — here I 
remain — await her recovery — take her 

D3 
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with me as foomas (lie can travel with 
fafety : — flie is well worth the trou- 
ble. 

A-propos, Breft harbour has been 
all in an uproar laft night. Some in- 
fernal villains had attempted to fet fire 
to the fleet and convoy that were read/ 
to fail. It is aflerted that the Pallas 
was actually on fire, but that the vigorous 
exertions of the captain faved her. Bo- 
vile is a prodigy of vigilance and a£li- 
.vity: — I do not love him — but I 
efteem him — and cannot help doing 
him juftice. Happy would it be for 
him, if all his enemies were like me: 
— they are numerous, and implacable 
in their hatred. I own to you, that^ 
when I was quitting Breft, I could 
plainly perceive in the captains of the 
(hips of war a difpofition of mind 
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which prefaged no good to him. I 
would bet a hundred to one that he 
will not make a fuccefsful cruife. And 
indeed what could have induced your 
father to pick up a man from a mer- 
chant fliip, to incorporate him with us, 
to promote him over all our heads, and 
fupport him in the rank of captain, in 
fpite of wind and tide ? To render a 
man fervices in fuch a way, is in fa£l 
condemning Tiim to be, fooner or later, 
thrown overboard like another Jonas. 

Oh ! I liad rrekrly forgotten to tell 
you that I was informed one of the , 
merchant fhips was blown up. But I 
prefume it was only the exaggerated 
account of tlnfounded rumour. Be 
that as it may, I was preffed by urgent 
bufinefs, and had not time to go dowA 
to the harbour, and inquire into the 

D 4 
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particulars. The Pallas was fafe ; the 
reft of the convoy was uninjured: that 
Vv'as the moft material point : the fliip 
blown up was only a merchantman ! 
and commercial affairs do not concern 
mc. 

Adieu : I am now going to feel my 
p'cilient's pulfe. If (lie was not deliri- 
ous when flie repeated your name, — if 
(lie is really acquainted with you, -— 
I ihall apprife you of the circumftance. 
On your part, you muft inform me 
what kind of wt)man fl^e^ is — what is 
the moft advantageous mode of con- 
ducing my attacks — and what hopes 
I may entertain of fuccefs. — But you 
need give yourfelf no trouble on that 
head. I.'hope, that, by the time your 
anfwer comes, there will no longer be 
any hope in the cafe. I am not fond of 
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tedious fieges 5 I always like to carry a 
fort by ftorm. 

As you have fo fnugly concealed 
yourfelf in Bred, I (hall not fend this 
letter to that town — I direft to you, as 
ufual^ at Paris. 



1 
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MURVILLE to VaRMONT. 

Chateaulin, May 30. 

I BFXIEVE flie knows you : but I 
think llie does not love you : I fuppofe 
you have played her fome wicked 
trick. 

She-pafled the whole night in a very 
feeble and'dejcfted (late. Thofe who 
attended her couid not underftand the 
incoherent difcourfcs which (lie uttered 
with a feeble and fcarcely audible 
voice. Sometimes, however, in thofe 
fliort intervals when the paroxyfms of 
fever gave her an increafe of llrength, flic 
was heard to cry out *' Fire ! Fire V* and 
fuctienly, with ^r<vjlge inconfiftcncy, 
flie complained* of^ villain who was 

9 
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" attenipting to murder her, and throw- 
ing her into the water/' 

That fome daring youth (hould have 
attempted to fet her in flames, is what 
I can readily conceive — I Well cori- 
ceive what kind of flames they were : 
and, provided he has not facceeded, I 
pardon him. — But, to rnurder her ! to 
drown her ! to deftroy that maftcr-piece 
of nature's art, and confign it to a wa- 
tery grave ! — if there exifl: in the 
whole univerfe a man capable of har- 
bouring the black defign, 'tis with rea- 
fon flie calls him a " villain.'* And, 
till the a£lual exiflence of fuch a mon- 
fler is Undeniably proved to me, I will, 
for the honour of the human race, 
maintain it to be impoflible. 

Can you be acc^ainted with any 

D 6 
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• 

wretches of that defcription —you. 
Varment, whofe. name (he cannot hear 
mentioned without flmddering ? — I do 
'ii'c)t-thmk it in the fmalleft degree pro- 
bable.' But I think it extremely pro- 
bable that you may have innocently 
formed deligns againft what flie, I pre- 
fume, like other girls, calls her honour. 
I fuppofe too, that, as you are not an 
adopt in the art of pleafing, your auk- 
ward advances were harlhly rejefted : 
and then, my friend, you were over* 
•hafty in calling in to^your aid the ap- 
plication of that maxim which I know 
'to be a favourite one with you, — • 
•though, between you and me, I think 
it favours a little of the ruffian, — that, 
" where gentle methods fail, force may 
be employed." In fuch a fituation, I 
prefume that the terrified fair one, fee- 
ing no door open fot; her efcape, jumped 
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out of the window. If unfortunately 
any other accident befel her on the high 
road where I found her, and at fuch an 
early hour, (lie will certainly inform me 
of it. But as to thofe flames which 
furround her — thofe waves which pur^ 
fue her — that ruthlefs murderer who 
ftabs her — all that is the mere produc- 
tion of the fever. It is well known 
what gloomy pictures the mind pour- 
trays, when the body is alTctted. 

• 

This morning fhe had juft opened 
her eyes, and recovered her recollec- 
tion, when I revifited her chamber. She 
a{ked me where we were. 



€S 



At Chateaulin, Madam,'^ replied I. 



" Let me be conveyed to Breft/* 
cried flie. . . 



6a JEMILT PE VARMONT* 

** It is irnpoflible, Madam, ^bfolute- 
ly impofiible to convey you thither in 
your prefent ftate." 

" Should inevirable death be the 
confequence, I am determmed to re- 
join the fleet/^ 

'' The fleet has already failed." 

•* Sailed!" exclaimed flie with a 
fliriek, and inftantly fainted away. 



. - * 



This evening, ihe agaua^afked rac 
where flie was. / 

** At Chateaulin, Madam/' 

' ' ■ ' . . . 
^^ But, Sir, who are you ?'* 



iff 



My name is Murville." . ' . 
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Like an echo which only catches the 
laft fyllables, and again and again re- 
peats them, fhe feveral times pronounc- 
ed '' ville ! viUc K' colletied 

^11 her remaining ftrengcli, — half raifed 
herfelf in the bed — and, leaiung on 
her elbow, prefentcd to my view her 
charming figure. She fixed her eyes 
on me, with a look — fucl\ a look as 
pervaded and melted the very foul 
'■within me. Her countenance did nof, 
as yefterday, exhibit the expreflions of 
terror, but of cagerneCs and joy :-^ 
"... ville ! . . . viile !*' fiid Hie, in a moft 
enchanting tone of voice — " { heard 
only half the name : pray, repeat it.**. 



*^ Murville, Madam. 



>^ 



Fatigded, probably, with this firft 
effort^ Tbe could npt long bear the ex-- 
treme attention which Ihe paid to me : 
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I faw her fuddenly fink, and again fall 
into a fvvoon. 

Perhaps tt is more natural to fuppofe 
that the charming girl has fome attach- 
ment — I cannot pretend to fay of what 
kind — but, to a certainty, it is an /at- 
tachment to fome happy man whofe 
name rhimes with mine. If that be the 
cafe, fo much the better : it is already, 
m the outfet, a moft fortunate co-in^ 
cidence ; and with joy I hail the happy 
omen. 



Your name, my dear friend, doejs 
not found fo agreeably to her ear : you 
may judge from the following circum- 
ftance — 

A while ago, in tears, " The fleet," 
faid flie — « the fle« has failed r" 
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« Yes, Madam." 

" What ! all the fliips ? all the cap- 
tains ?" 



«( 



Every one." 



" Then nought remains for me but to 
die. I am now deftitute of protedlion, 
deftitute of afliftance I and into what 
hands am I fallen r" 

** Into thofe of a man of honour, 
who folemnly fwears that he will do 
you no harm." 

" No harm ?'* repeated flie. — *^ Was 
I miftaken ? — Did I not hear you name 
a perfon .... ?'* 

'' Myfelf— Murville." 
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" And another befides/' 

'' Another ?'" 

** Ah ! pray heaven that it was only 
the work of a difordered imagination, 
•under the dreadful delirium I have 
fufFercd f — • You did not, then, tell 
me. Sir, that you were the intimate 
friend of ?'* 

" Of Varmont ? — certainly, Ma- 
dam, I told you fo." 

My dear friend, I am extremely forry 
onyour account : but I cannot help in- 
forming you of the circumftance — - this 
is the fecond time (he fainted away on 
hearing your name. 
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MUKVILLE to VarMONT. 

Chateaulitiy May 31, 

She does not love you— does not en- 
tertain the fmalleft fpark of afleftion 
for you. • — I here give you the fubftance 
of a convcrfation we had together. 

" What injury have I ever done to 
you?" faid fhe. 

I thought (he was delirious, and made 
her no anfwer. 

** What injury," faid fhe again> 
*' have I ever done to you, Monfieur 
de Murville, that I (hould thus be the 
objeft of your hatred ?'• 
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This Was plainly addreffed to me : — 
I anfwered, " You have never done 
me any. Madam: and I am very far 
from hating you." 

" Why, then, do you confpire with 
thofe cruel monfters who perfequte me?" 

'^ I do not confpjre with them, Mar 
dam: — I do not a£t in concert with 
any one/' 

*' What ! you are not then engaged 
in forwarding the defigns of another ?" 

« ' ..'..■■ 
" No, I proteft : I am only endea- 
vouring to promote my own plans." 

/^ How came I into your pow?;? ?" 

** By chance. — I found you almoft 
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lifelefs on the highway. I took you 
under my proteftion, and have lavilhed 
every care and attention on you." 

" From what motives ?'* 

" Your condition excited my com- 
paflion : and I was charmed with your 
beauty.'' 

". What ! you do not intend to give 

me up to that man whofe friend 

you are ?" 



You may obferve by the way, my 
friend, that it was probably to fpare 
herfelf the anguifli of pronouncing your 
name, that (he had recourfe to a cir- 
cumlocution. 

" I would not/* replied I, '^ give you 
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up to 'tlie moft powerful monarch upon 
earth. Believe me, I Ihould thitik my- 
felf fupremely bleft, if you would' al- 
low me to keep you to myfelf." 

" And you would defend me againft 
him?'* 



Againft the whole univjerfe.' 






** Will you engage to do fo ?" 

'^ I engage.it : and pledge my word of 
honour to make good my promife." 

At this moment, (lie feemed as if re- 
lieved from the preflure of a hekvy bur- 
then ; but foon refumed an air of in- 
quietude, andfaid — ** Can I depend 
on the word of a man who is kis 
ftieiidr 
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*' I own. Madam, my charafter is not 
One of the moft exalted : but it is fu- 
perior to his." 

** Bad indeed muft be the man \vh<y 
is worfe than he !'* 

Thefe two laft remarks "of hersr, e- 
fpecially, fhow that (he is far from 
, cfteeming you : — a convincing proof 
that (he knowi you well.— So far for 
what concerns you : — I now return to 
my own affairs — • 

I again afTured her in the moft folemn 
mahner that I wou^ld prote6t her againft 
all mankind. — My repeated affuranced 
of attachment at length calmed her 
uneafinefs to fuch a degree, that, aftQr 
a few hours, the furgeon pronounced 
her confiderably better. The fever had 
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fenfibly abated : flic no longer ap- 
peared to labour under that continual 
anxiety, thofe agonifing pangs, which 
had kept us in conftant alarm,- and 
doubtful whether (he could recover: 
flie ftill however fufFered confiderable 
bodily pain ; and her mind appeared 
deeply affected by fome hidden grief: 
— • flie wept, and lamented the depar- 
ture of the fleet; and often uttered 
deep fighs. 

Heark'ye, Varmont ! you muft no 
longer entertain any pretenfions to her : 
for fhe moft cordially detefts you. But 
tell me, I pray you — fetting all the 
little vanity of felf-love apart — tell 
me, had you not in that fleet a happy 
rival to whom you were obliged to yield 
the preference ? 



EMILY DB V4RM0MT* 73 

To return to my patient — A fingle 
Word-r^ and what n word !— who could 
have foreseen fo dreadful an accident ? 
•— A fingle word has again rbduced her 
to her former melancholy condition. 
** You are conftantly talking of Breft/' 
faid I : — ** is your family there ?** 

•* Ah !'* cried (lie with a tone and 
air of the deepeft diftrefs, ** I have no 
longer any family/* 

'' The fleet/' faid I — ** is it your 
father that has failed in it ?" 



" Myfether? Alasi death too foon 
deprived me of him !" 



" Your mother ? — your brother ? '• 

" My brother ! ray brother !" repeat- 
VoL. I. . E 
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-ed (he m^vbice *!xprtffliVe 6f hori-dr and 
avetfidn,-— '-H^r Kfouritenan^^'ftrddenly 
changed ; aftd- /with a -cdiwurffive ftiwt 
?lhe threw back .her head, ah'd.ftretcrhcd 
out her arms before lier. At the fam^ 
inftant a flood of cold fweat bathed* hef' 
forehead, und a deadly palenefs ovep-^ 
fpread her features. •*- 1 thought (lie was^ 
on the point of ^expiring. 

Hence, , Varmont, it is evident, that> 
among the number of thofe whom (he 
vcalls her perfecutors, you are not the 
perfon (he detefts the moft : — it is ma- 
nifeft that (lie has a brother whom (he 
abhors : and all this begins to give me 
fome uneafinefs. 
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— ■ . « ■ 

MURVILLE to VaRMOIJT,. 

Langey, near Saumur, June -jr. 

1 AM aftonifhed at your filence : for 
I am fure you have every reafon in the 
world to be fatisfied with wjy conduft: 
— for three fucceffivis days, I regularly 
wrote to you by every poll : and in tak- 
ing leave of my hoft, I repeatedly re- > 
quefted that he would punctually for- 
ward to me without a moment's delay 
any letters from Paris which might 
come dirc£led to me at his houfe : ne- 
verthelefs I have not yet received a An- 
gle line from you. Before I inquire 
into the circumftance which deprives 
me of the information that I expefted 
from you, I confent again to honour you 
with fome confidential communications. 

E 2 
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You muft firft take the trouble of re- 
perufing my former letters : the prefent 
will then inform you that one part of 
my conjedtures is fully confirmed, but 
that the other was wholly unfounded. 

That formidable brother who alarm- 
ed me ~ it is be who has failed in the 
fleet which is the eternal burthen of her 
ibng-:— ijt is for him her tears flow; it 
is on him her alSfeftions are fixed. Thus 
you had no rival, it feems, in the fleet ; 
and the poor girl appears to have never 
had any other admirer than yourfelf. 
*Tis a misfortune for her, who certainly 
deferved to fare better: — 'tis a lucky 
circumftance for me, who certainly can- 
not fail to gain by the comparifon.— • 
As to the name in which I found a 
lucky co-irxidence becaufe it^ rhinied 
with min^, I have even, greater reafon to 



4.- 
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rejoice on that fcore than I was before 
aware of : — 'it is her own name — *Ter- 
ville. But the mod delightful circucn-^ 
ftance of the whole is that (lie is on- 
married. As to the reft, I hope, Mon- 
fieur Varmont, that, fince you were 
foolifli enough to let her flip through your 
fingers, flie was wife enough to make 
her efcape before you were able to ac- 
complifli what flie calls your criminal 
defign. 

Ah the cunning gipfy ! It was pro- 
bably with a view to fpare herfelf the 
confufion of relating to me her own 
tribulations and your outrages, that (he 
earneftly entreated me never to make 
you the fubjeft of my difcourfe to her, 
— n6ver even to mention your name in 
her prefence. I promifed to gratify her 
in that refpefl : but I am not to be im- 

E3 
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pofed on thus : and, befides, I take it 
for' granted, that, although her modeft 
difcretion conceals the particulars fronn 
my knowledge, your blunt franknefs 
will inform :me of the whole. 

. I have made another promife alfo — 
never to fpeak to you concerning her,-— 
and, above all things, carefully to con- 
ceal from your knowledge the circum- 
fiance of her being at my country-feat. 
She expreffed an eager defire to take 
pefoge there, as foon a$ flie. wa«f ap- 
jMrifed of one particular which I did 
not think it necefiary to keep fecret 
from her— that you were not ignorant 
by what chance (lie had fallen into my 
hands. We did not arrive here till yef- 
terday : we were obliged to travel 
flowly, as the fweet girl was all over 
paih.. She is^. however, cojifiderably 
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better : her wounds begin to heal 5 (lie 
fleeps well o' nights .; her fever is near- 
ly gone, and her appetite is return- 
ing. 1 Oh ! in a few days (he will have 
recovered her health,. her graces, her 
bloom! I (hall then .behold her in all 
the . fplendor of her native beauty — I- 
IhaU behqld her worthy of me ! 

J Would! you .think it, Varmont? (lie 
I^a^ exa£ted froa> me a folemn promifo 
that; I would protect her until (lie ia 
p?rfeQ:ly recovered ! Ah! I intend to 
ke«p her under my protection much* 
longpr than that* And although .1 
take the liberty of breaking my pro- 
mifeby informing .you of her prcfent 
abod^ and condition, it is only becaufe I 
cani^ot fee thofe inconveniences which 
Ihe apprehends from fqch a communi-t 
catioJBu J& . ia in fa£i impoi&bJe that 

E 4 
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Varmont fliould be fufficiently uDfeafon- 
abje to. refofe to bow to the fuperior 
influence of my ftars, whofe afcendant 
over his own is fingularly manifefted in 
the prefent inftance. It is impoffibie 
that he fhpuld perfeveringly purfue to my 
very houfe a fine girl who has fled from 
his arms to throw herfelf into mine. 

/ 

But can it Jbe on account of my not 
fending her back to you, that you ap- 
pear miffed with me ? If you entertain 
fuch an extravagant idea, you deferve ta 
fee lampooned in every newfpaper 
throughout the kingdom ! Is it my fault 
that you have never, in your whole 
life been able to win a woman's 
heart ? And muft I, when I have a fair- 
opportunity " of gaining pofleflion of 
thofe hearts which you are unable to 
win— muft VhQ bound to reje£l them ? 
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^— What ! Here is a girl whom you haVe 
terrified — tormented — martyrifed :— • 
I, on the contrary, have encouraged — 
coaxed — prepared her ! You would 
never make any thing of her : / (hall 
foon be able to mould and fafhion faer 
as I pleafe. In this cafe, it is your duty 
to (how perfe6l refignation. I allow 
you to regret the prize, if that can af- 
ford you any confolation : but I defire 
that you will immediately renounce it* 
— Or, (hall I give you a fpecimenof 
my ftridk impartial juftice ? — (ind mev 
if you can, any onelmfortunate vvomaa 
who fliall prefer you ta me — find m^, 
this very day, fuch a filly creature — r 
and this very day I refign her to yau^ 

Come, come ! my friend, give over 
your childifh humours, and fit down to 
write me an aufwer. 

E5 ^ 
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- BoytiLB to Madame D'Etioles. 

Bred, 29th May, noon. 

r QRTUNE was weary of fmiling on 
ihe, Eleonora ; and the firft reverie (he 
had in referve for me is fo cruelly op- 
jpreffive, that I have need of all my cou- 
rage td fuftain it. 

'-" Yefterday, we w^re on the point of 
fetting fail, when the wind fuddenly 
trbfe, and blew with fuch violence as 
tW*rnake us apprehend an approaching 
I'empeft. It was but a tranfient fquall, 
which ought not to have alarmed us : 
but we were obliged to obey the fig- 
nals, by which we were direfted to 
drop anchor. The delay has coft us 
dear : there is every reafon to fuppofe. 




tbalr, if we had failed yefterday even-j 
ing^ our merchants rwQuld not this day 
have to regret the richeft yeffel of their 
•whole fleet — r nor I, to lament the loft 
of a more precious treafure, whofe va- 
lue I had already begun to feel^ though^ 
but a few days ia my poffeflion. 

In the dead of the night, a loud ex- 
plofion was heard on board the Cen- 
taur, the veffel in which my wife was 
embarked : and it immediately blew 
up in a thoufand pieces. Some of the 
flaming fragments fell into the Pallas, 
and fet Jier on fire ; nor wajs it without 
the utmoft difficulty that my moft ac- 
tive exertions faved her from being to- 
tally confumed. Figure to yourfelf my 
fiuation — Conceive it in all its horrors. 
Already my beloved Emily was no 
more 3 and yet the fafety of my fliip 

E 6 
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demanded my undivided attention. — 
Even now, even at the moment that I 
write you this account, I cannot, un- 
difturbed by other cares, indulge my 
regret for the lofs I have fuflFered. The 
public weal imperioufly fummons. me 
— I muft away — I mull fulfil my 
duty. 

This morning, while the Pallas was 
undergoing fome repairs-which the ac- 
cident had rendered neceffary, I came 
on fhore. I every where made mourn- 
ful but unavailing inquiries : none but 
dead bodies had been caft up by the 
tide : tljat of Emily was not even to be 
found. 

Haplefs woman ! why did I not fuffer 
her to remain in the cloifter ? By refcu- 
ing her from what fhe called •* her 
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tomb," I only hurried her with greater 
fpeed and ceftainty to an untimely end. 
In embarking her oh board that fatal 
fhip, I placed her on the funereal pyre. 
All the precautions I had taken for her 
comfort or her fafety, have only ope- 
rated to her deftruftion. — Alas! fuch 
is the wifdom ^d foreiight of frail 
mortals i 

One circumftance -r- little calculated 
to alleviate my affli£iion — is, that 1 
think it extremely probable, that, among 
my numerous and implacable enemies, 
there are fome fo diabolically hardened 
in villany, as to ftop at nothing, provid- 
ed they cati but gratify their revenge. 
They could not flatter themfelves with 
the hope of beginning the conflagration 
in my own fhip, where they well knew 
that my vigilaiice is ever on the watch i 
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bat tl^y hoped^ that, from itieCen-t 
tiur^ peu' which I was mo(>r'e4>^ i^>€» 
flatoes^would coiminunicate to thfe ?aJrl 
las,' arid that I would prefer, iperff^irtg^ 
On board rather than; abandon /my ;vef- 
fcl. All thefe circumftanices ^re, no 
doubt, dreadful to; thinkt on ; but my 
conjefitures already begin to afltime the? 
ftrongeft appearance of certainty. , Of 
all the crew and paffengers on board 
t%ie Centaur, only a fingle man efcaped 
4eftruftiari !- and : it was a. miracle, that 
faved him, if we may believe his own 
account of the affair: but we are all 
fiilly convinced that he owes his pre- 
fervafTon to a different caufe — to his 
fears, which induced him to difobey 
his captain's orders, and jump into the 
lea, at the firft appearance of daoger. 
However that may be, his depofition is 
as follows—' . • ! - . ^ 
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I 

He was afleep, as were the reft of the 
iDrew,' when, during the dead of the. 
night, a flight noife awaked him* He 
perceived, along-fide the Centaur, a 
boat, in which was a fingle man ; and 
he faw one of the paffengers, who had 
come on board only the evening before, 
quit the (hip and ftep into the boat. 
The deponent immediately gave the 
alarm : but in an inftant the fire broke 
out in the (hip, in different parts at the 
fame time ; and a dreadful explofioa 
foon enfued, which blew up the veffel, 
although (he had no ammunition or 
warlike ftores of any kind on board. 

Tell me now, Eleonora, whether 
the lofs of the Centaur was not the con- 
fequence of an infernal plot, ftill more 
than of the unpardonable negligence of 
the captain. Tell me whether you do 
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not think it fomething more than pro- 
bable that a confpiracy was formed for 
my deftruftion. Ah ! if my enemies Only 
wiflied to fee that ftoicifm with which 
they reproached me, bend under the 
preffure of adverfity •— the inhuman 
wretches have been but too fuccefsful : 
— -mytears flow in abundance for my 
youthful bride fo foon fnatched from 
my efteem, from my homage — perhaps 
from my growing affe£lion. — Alas ! 
(he is no more ! fhe, who was one of 
the faireft ornaments of nature, only 
made her appearance on earth, and fud- 
4enly vaniflied from our fight, — only 
appeared for a while, to leave an eter- 
nal remembrance behind ; — like a rofe, 
which we have feen in the fair morn of 
fpring re^dy to unfold its bloom, and 
whofc tranfient beauties we ftill regret 
amidft the frofts of winter. I weep — I 



• 
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lament her charms, now for ever loft : 
and yet my eternal regret is due not fo 
much to * her accomplifhments, her 
youth, her perifhable beauty, as to that 
numerous aifemblage of fubftantial and 
amiable virtues, which adorned her 
heart. — I had married her before I was 
acquainted with her worth: but, fince 
ym were in the poffeffion of another 
man, how long might I have fearched 
before I could have made fo good a 
choice ! — I weep I — but refleft, Eleo- 
nora, that there are certain misfortunes^ 
which the greateft firmnefs is too feeble 
to oppofe ; --f.refleft that Bovile ftands 
in need of the coofolations of friend- 
(hip. 
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VaRMONT to MURVJLLE- 



1; 



■ PariS) June ii, 

■ ■ • • • ■ • * ( ■ 

A. BELOVED brother ! ~a fleet th^ 
burthen of the fpng ! — a ^^iyal on bQar^ 
the fleet ! —a lady efcftprfri Ir-hconfouncl 
me i£ I under&iiiDd; a iiliigk fy liable^. 9f 
aH this nonfenfb I 



1 1 
■J" 



Your fair TervUle hft^. had- her ' tri-* 
bulations. and her wouodjft? Sqji^qI^ 
the worfe for her. — 5Jbe flaps' w^JU 
ol nightSy and is recovering hef appetite? 
So much the better forLyouVr--' Of het 
charms and her returning health, iwto 
whatever advantage you pleafe •— what- 
ever you can •— I care not :— and may 
I die if I ever.fo much as heard of her 
before ! 
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In this, however, as in every thing 
e]fe, my " blunt franknefs" is deter- 
mined to have no further connexion 
with your impertinent folly. Sir. I have 
a hundred times told you, and I now 
ferioufly repeat, it, that you a flu me to- 
wards me very infolent airs, tcwhich I am 
refolved not to fubmit. — Oir the whole^ 
it appears that you have written me, 
from the Lord knows jwhere, feveral 
letters prior to that which now lies ber 
fore me. I have not received them ~» 
and I by no means regret their mifcar*^ 
riagc* - / ; .. ^ . 
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MURVILLE to VaRMONT. 

Langey, near Saumur, June xa. 

r 

Ah ! ha ! you difown the fair one, and 
are got into a paffion ! I fee you are 
.more deeply in love than I had fufpeQ^^ 
ed. But 1 am not furprifed that you 
fliould — and I excufe you : for even I 
myfeif am adtually tempted a hundred 
times a day to fall into the fame fnare. 

* - ■ 

What a charming girl ! fhe has an 
air of candor and modefty, which 
would pleafe me more, if it gave me 
lefs uneafinefs. And then, (he appears 
fo grateful for my tare — fo delighted, 
fo charmed with every inftance of at~ 
tention or regard. — How can I poffibly 
reveal to her that my conduct is fo far 
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from being difinterefted ? — I fhould 
take a pleafure in hearing the expref- 
fions of her gratitude, if (he did not 
conftantly accompany them with affu- 
rances of her efteem, •— which begins 
to be a dreadful burthen upon me. 
What an intolerable weight on the 
fhoulders of a man of pleafure, is the 
efteem of a virtuous woman ! — for vir- 
tuous (lie certainly is virtuous ?— • 

aye, as much to, as I am the reverfe. 

When i]ot in her company, I am 
myfelf again, and refume my natural 
difpofition. I then form the moft admi- 
rable plans for the redu6lion of the fort 
■t — plans, fometimes, of as violent a na- 
ture as any that you have ever formed 
in fimilar cafes. But no fooner does 
file make her appearance, than I am 
confounded -— wrapt in the mute con- 

9 
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templation- of her charms — thofe 
charms whre]^ her yet imperfeft conva- 
lefcence already fhows td be far fupe- 
rk)r even to the exalted idea I had 
conceived of them. — Confufed— un- 
able to utter a fyllable — I view — I 
admire — and am content ! 

But of whit can I accufe myfelf ? 
Can I do better ? Is the favourable mo- 
ment yet arrived ? * Certainly not. The , 
poor girl is yet in a very low and feeble 
ftate : to commence the attack under 
fuch circumftances, would be attempt- 
ing to carry the fort by ftorm inftead of 
Surrender. 

I acknowledge however that her pre- 
fence confounds me. If Ihe fpeaks a 
word, I am difconcerted : — If (he looks 
at me, I am melted : the agitation of 



mylfeD&s is inftantly.diilipated ; and i 
ni(i*i(DiB^r feel.iany otitierithtoifchofe i^ol^ 
ifli veitiotions. A- diode emDtions "which 
ptoceed fix)ra thfi'heart.. What magic 
powers ftie poflfeffes ! what a crowd of 
tumultuous paflions are immediately 
calmed by the fingle found of her en- 
chanting voice 1 What a hoft of bold re* 
folotions are; inftantly put to- .flight by 
oiie timid look of hers ! what powers 
ihe derives from her very weaknefs ! 

Gracious heaven ! what is this I have 
^written ? I am terrified at the idea. I 
fee, 'tis all over with me ! alas ! I am 
undone ! I am — fdirly in love — * 
yes ! as deeply enamoured as certain 
folks who have fo often been the obje6t6 
of my ridicule. I fuppofc I Ihall foon 
be reduced to the happy condition of 
thofe tender fwains who, for whole 
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weeks together, vent their platonic love 
in fighs, and run from houfe to houfe^ 
entertaining every body they meet, with 
a long hiftory of the innocence, the 
cruelty, and the chaftity of their fair 
inamoratas! 

No, no ! Madam ! you (liall love in 
my way, — or, by Jove, YVt fend you 
back to Monfieur Varmont^ He is the 
man to attack you to fome purpofe : — 
he will not be deterred from the attempt 
by your timid deje£led looks. 

But I am aftoniflied at what I have 
been doing! What a long letter I 
have fcribbl^d without coming to the 
point ! I fimply intended to return a 
few words of anfwer to your polite 
epiftle. I am not ipuch furprifed thait 
you (hould declare yourfelf unable tOim« 



tier (land *my hift letter. The cafe is 
this^4-«^ihy ■ mfoal fo^tmata, who had 
Ae'riharge of oditying my letters to 
the poft-office while dt Chat«aulin> in- 
ftead of executing my commands, 
fpent the time in a tarem treating an 
old acquaintance of his. I have this 
moment fearched the fellow's pockets, 
and found the three letters flill in his 
poffeffion. I forward them with this. 
On reading them, my dear friend, you 
\frill be convinced that MademoifeUe 
Terville, who has fo completely ftolen 
my heart, is . certainly a lady of your 
acquaintance — and that any further 
diflimulation would be wholly ufelefs, 
/'—As to the reft, I make no doubt, 
that, after a few moments* refleflion, 
you will get the better of that little fit 
of peeviflmefs which has come upon 
you. If, neverthelefs, you are abfo- 
Vou I. F 
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abfoluteljr determined to perfevere ia 
it, and . to take the matter feriouflyi: I 
leave you at perfeft liberty to indulge 
your own inclinations. - c 



t • 
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Emily to Dorothy, 



■ rr 



Langey, nearSauimir, June 15, 

Yes, 'tis Emily who writes to you *— . 
'tis Emily, whom the immediate hand 
of providence has refcued from the 
moft imminent dangers. 

Recolleft, that, — alarmed at the 
fight of my brother, and efpecially by 
the perufal of your letter which in- 
formed me of his myfterious departure, 
-—I was anxioufly impatient for the 
moment when I fliould embark on 
board that fliip which' appeared my on- 
ly fafe afylum. How little did I think 
that it was in that very fpot the fnares 
of death were fpread around me ! 

F 2 
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In the niidft of them I neverthelefs 
yielded to the influence of fleep, — but 
ivhat a fleep ! >vhat dreams haunted 
my imagination ! An aflaflin, me- 
thou|;ht, -brandifhing over my bofom 
the uplifted dagger, demanded my life 
and my fortune. It was the very iden- 
tical young man whoni I had feen from 
itiy window in the ftreets of Breft: but 
the falfe colouring of his hah* no longer 
deceived me — his hair was now red — 
aiid his hands too. Gracious God! his 
murderous hands were embrued in my 
blood. 

Suddenly a dreadful uproar awaked 
riie — the fliip was all in flames-— I 
called on Bovile — Bovile could neither 
hear my voice, nor give me aflrftance. 
— My terror increafing as rapidly as 
the conflagration, I attempted to efcape 
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from the fire, and ruflied into the wavefe 
The fea, at that moment very' hoifter* 
0US5 roUed immenfe. billows i twenty 
times was I funk in the abyffes d£:the 
deep, and as. often heaved iupagain^oh 
the furface of the waters. At length 
dafhed againft a boat, I grafped Hs fide^ 
and implored the aid of two men whom 
I percei>ted in it, to help me on board* 
One of them ftretched out his hand to 

my affiflance : — tht other .; . Oh Ikh 

Tothy 1 I am unable ta hold the -pen 

4 the other :ab f teU^ me; 

my deareft Dorothy — in pity> tell! me^ 
that, although threatened by a4K^aWanH 
ger in the midft- of the angry waMCJ^ 
which -loudly claimed . their i devtitedr 
prcyj — yet, tormented by my gloomy: 
prefages — haunted' by the ideas .of ar 
finifter dream — I could fancy anicna-j 
ginaiy enemy and imaginary perils. En- 

F3 
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dearour to peiTuade me, that, in the 
frightful diforder of my fenfes, I may 
have miftaken, if not the dreadful words 
which you (ball prefently read, at leaft 
the voice that uttered them. — Yes, 
Dorothy — I fliudder at the recital — I 
recognifed — or, if you choofe,! thought 
I recognifed that unnatural youth who 
had lately come fo often within fo (hort 
a time to inform me, in Madame Var-* 
flUbnt'g name, that I alfo was deftined 
tojend my days in a cloiftcrr And his 
words — I but too diftinftly heard them 
— his words were — " What are you 
doing B — * \Tis flie perhaps ! — pufli 
her back! ftrike!"— -Oh Dorothy I 
thefe terrible words re&und in my ears 
a hundred times a day — and a hundred 
times a day 'tis the voice of Varmont 
that pronounces them ! 
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Believe me, Dorothy, my fufpicions^ 
dreadful as they muft appear to you, 
are but too well founded — fo well in- 
deed, that I fliall never be tempted to 
clear them up. Ah ! I conjure you 
that the deteftable fecret may remain 
for ever buried in your bofom and mine, 
nor ever efcape to the ear of a third 
perfon. 

I am unable to proceed, my deareft 
Dorothy— -I am fo weak, and faint/ 
And that cruel fcene, which I have 
been obliged to retrace in all its hor- 
rors, has ftill farther exhaufted and over- 
powered me. — You will not receive 
this intelligence fo foon as I could wifli t 
for I muft not truft any perfon to carry it 
to the poft-office : and heaven knows 
when I fliall have recovered fufficient 
ftrength to carry it thither myfelf. 

^ F4 
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MuRVILLE 'to DOLERVAL, 

■ 
f 

Lakgey, near Siaumur, June 1 5 . 

I 

- H A ! good morrow to you, my dear 
little brother ! 'tis almoft an age fince 
you have written to me. Whati are 
you fo taken up with mufic, paintings 
geography, botany, and I know not 
how many other trifling purfuits, as not 
to have a fingle moment to fpare ?-^. 
If. I indeed fliould fomctimea forget to 
"^Tite to you, it were an excufattle neg-i 
lefti fince my attention- is diiily engag- 
ed by fuch important- objefts ^— and 
efpecially, let me tell you, at this par- 
ticular time. — My head is at this mo- 
ment filled^ as I hope my arms will foon 
be, with the virgin beauties of a hand- 
fome young girl of fixteen. 
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How you would admire, her »! hfojpif 
you would love ^cr ! She feeoas to pofy 

fefft in an eminent degree that over-re? 

• 

fined fenfibilitjr -of * which our unfoiftjUt 
nate fitter is, fo full, and-. of whrichyou 
alfo poffefs a very plentiful portion,.-^ 
— • you, my poor Dolerval^-Jn whofe 
countenance it is perceivable dt half 
a mile's diftance. But do you knpw 
what a filly appearance it gives youf 
I declare I am often tempted to fu* 
fpeft that you muft in r^jalitybe poflfeflf- 
ed of twice as much'fenfe as I, fin?^ 
notwithftanding that ?bif qf (be^^pifli fimfl 
pJicity, you ftill difplay fo great a ftock 
of it. 

r 

But to re:tum to the dear girf -r- foQ 
in fpite of my ^utmoft efForts, I caA 
talk of- no other objeft — Rejoice^ m^ 
dear brother — exult— there doesiext 

F5 
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ift in th^ world one virttious girl — fo 
virtuous and fo modeft, as to divert and 
yet terrify me — timid moreover— as 
timid as Dolerval in company with a 
young lady. — Between you both, there 
Is^'one thing which I am quite at a lofs 
to divine -^ whether it h you that ape 
her virgin airs^ or (he that has ftolen 
them from you. When I contemplate 
her, I can fcarccly perfuade myfelf that 
fhe is only a copy from you : and yet 
"^hen I recplleO? the fimplicity of your 
ifiinners, 'I feaf that you^ are the origin 
pali- I (hould h6 curious to fee you 
lidth t^fe-a-tet€ together : — I think you 
would be the beft matched pair in the 
univerfe, and a charming fubjeft for the 
painter*s^piencil; *Pon honotir, flie 
u«5u]d fuit you to a hair; I>olerval -— 
fof.perfeftly fuit you, that, if I were a 
little lefs captivated with her myfelf, I 
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would fend her to you by Ae fiage^ 
coach to-morrow morning. 

• 

But it is impoflible, my friend:— -I 
have already proceeded fo far, that I 
cannot think of (lopping my career, 
while the road lies fo leve) and.open be^ 
fore me. It was^ this mprning I firft 
ventured to make overtures to her.-~ 
Her teftifying no farprife on the oo- 
cafion, is a circumftance which J 
think of Kttle momfent : — ^ but that Ihe 
Ihould exprefs no anger or refentment, 
-T- that indeed gives me no fmall de- 
gree of uneafmefs : — I could more fuc- 
cefsfully encounter her anger^ than her 
calm confidence. Befide^, (he immedl- 
.ately launched forth in an inipo(ing 
ftrain, — a difcourfe. full of noble fenti-- 
ments. — I, on the other hand, protefli- 
ed my profound veneration for exalted 

F 6 
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virtues, but at the fame time acklK)W- 
ledged^ myfelf utterly ineapablfc of at- 
taining to fuch heroifm. The prefump- 
tuous girl Briefly replied, that 4he ef- 
teemed me too highly to defpair of be- 
ing able to. teach me the praftiee of 
them.— Tell me, Doleivali are mo- 
defty and virtue of an infeftiotis na<- 
ture ? You aught to-know it, you who 
are fo full of them. . ,. 

A-propos ! r i^oke of virgin airs and 
fimplicity ^ welt how do you proceed ? 
are you almoft tired of them yet? — 
What an exalted beiiig you are ! a per- 
fe£t Jofeph 1*-— What a memorable ex- 
ample you will leave to this= depraved 
generation, when, at the age of eigh* 
teen, you perifh— the viftim of invio- 
late chaftity ! - 



- »* i 
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It is the track of your romantic fifr 
ter that you fo gravely purfue : — - but 
as^ fbe is alfo my fifter, I wi(h> as a 
proof of my affeftion- for her, to give 
her a friendly caution to take a different 
road. — Be it known to her then, that^ 
when an antiquated bachelor marries a 
young girl, he ought certainly to make 
up his mind befon>hand, and reconcile 
himfelf patiently tq endure a certain 
misfortune — thefligKteft of thofe which 
are attached to -the; rfiarriage-llatc ; — 
and that the youthfuJp- wife, provided 
(he allows her aged contfort to reap his 
dues, may with a very fjafe confcience 
difpofe of- the overplus wK- ich he leaves 
a dead weight on her hand^is — an over- 
plus, which, by immemorft^l prefcrip- 
tion, is the lawful perquifiV.te of the 
man of her heart. — Tell he>r this from 
me, d'ye mind?— Jet her -Umprefs it 
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deep on her memory, and be thorough- 
ly convinced of the truth of the maximi. 
The confequence will naturally be, that 
Monfieur Bovile — who is, no doubt, a 
very amiable man, fince you pronounce 
him fo — will, on his return, be -a very 
happy man. Monfieur D'Etioles will 
iofe nothing by this arrangement : — 
his wife will materially gain by it ; and 
we (hall no longer 'have the mortifica- 
tion of feeing her wither away in youth. 
— Quick ! quick ! let her determine 
without delay. She fliould have fettled 
all thefe matters feven years ago. 

• You fee, /Dolerval, I do not Iofe 
fight of your/ interefts or thofe of my 
fifter. — I gr'ive you both abundance of 
excellent a](jvice : but I expeft that you 
will on yoiLr part aft in the fame man- 
ner towardfs me : -^ let me be favoured 
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with your ideas refpefting the condu£l 
I ihould purfue towards Mademoifelle 
Terville. Come, let me hear it ... # 
would you advife rac to ufe compulfion 
if gentler methods fail ? Let me have 
your opmion on the fubjeft, I pray you. 
Varmont will foon communicate his: 
and I wifh that bis letter may not an« 
trcipate yours. But I already forefee 
what advice, each of you will give : — * 
h€ will recommend the moft outrageous 
proceedings^-^ you will advife me to 
proceed in a mawkjfli .fneaking mannen 

Well! I know that wifdom lies 

between the two extremes.. I fhall, 
therefore, between the two roads feve* 
rally pointed out by you and him, choofe 
the middle path, -that will conduft me 
to happinefsi which is the invariable 
obje£t of wifdom. And when, in that 
track, my efforts (hall have been crowa- 
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ed with fuccefs, I (hall then take the 
liberty of telling Varmont that he was 
a. fad dog — and: you, Dolerval, that 
you were a milkfop. 

Adieu, my dear brother ! receive, the 
aifurances of my tender aflFeftion, and 
prefent them to my fitter, — yes, of .my 
tender afFeQion : for though- • I cannot 
help occafionally laughing at the extra* 
vagance of your notions and hers, I ne« 
verthelefs love you both from the-b©t« 
torn of my. heart. 
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EmtILy ta Dorothy. 

Langey, near Saumur, June 14; 

« 

W^ELL! I have at length recovereda 
little ftrength. — Do. you^ Dorothy, fan^* 
man up aU yours.; for I have new 
crimes to relate* r 

The inhunfian wretch who had pro- 
nounced my doom — feeing that his ac*" 
co^nplice, lefs cruel than /biR>falf,, was 
flow in e;?ecutijpg; ib^iKfj^i^tencer—pre-* 
paned to ft-nkie the- fata} blovy^ w;ith his 
own hand. I faw a weapon brandifhed 
over, my head': — I let go my hold,andj 
tofiiyicrnly life from/the fa vage cruelty^ 
of 3: baiPbarrajo:,r cprtunitted it. tp;,th^ 
fury of. the.' wa<'«8),' lefs crud^than he* 
I was not far from the beach : ^ 
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furge threw me on it-— another fwept 
me back — at length I ^ was caft on 
fhore, almoft expiring. Neverthelefs 
*— fuch wonderful efforts is nature ca- 
pable of exerting under imminent 
danger — I ftill €olle6>ed fufficient 
ftrength to efcape from the fpot where 
I dreaded to fall again into the'' hands 
of an inhuman parricide. On foot, 
exhaufted as I was, I crept forward for 
liear an hour, ftill retiring from the 
Ihore, and advancing into the country, 
as well to avoid meeting with my bro- 
thier,* a^ in expeftation-of fa>lling in 
wfth forae ftrarigersj- whofe afliftance 
I hoped I fhould not implore in 
vain. Provided I could but efcape 
from the mercilefsVarmont, the whole' 
world ' befides had at that mqment nv 
terrors for me. Accordingly, I thought 
myfelf in fafety, as foon as I perceived 
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that I was on the public road. At that 
moment, as the idea of my perils va- 
niftied, my little remaining flrengtb 
fprfook me : and fcarcely had I advanc- 
ed ten fteps on the high road, when I 
fell fenfelefs to the ground. Adieu> 
my dear fifter ! my eyes grow dim — my 
hand iliakes --- 1 (land in need of reft. 
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DOLERVAL to MURVILLE. 

Tours, June 15, 

Still the fame man, Murville ! why 
fign your name to your letter? The 
matter and the ftyle- would have fuffi* 
ciently told me who was the wr,iter. 
At firft I laughed at your epiftle. But 
Eleonora, who- gave me a very ferious 
comment on it, made a deep'impref- 
fion on my mind. My fifter profeffes 
principles diametrically oppofite to 
yours : and it is for that reafon, I 
fuppofe, that flie always difplays a 
greater ftiare of eloquence than you 
do of wit. 

You laugh at my fenfibility ! but are 
you ignorant that to it I am indebted 



fortthe mofttrefincdiplcafurosthat I evtx 
tojoy ? From it my .innocent (ludtes de^ 
five Dndefcrihable charms : by it I am 
taught to indulge the moil delightful 
reveries as I faunter overrour fmiling 
plains :' — without it, my heart would 
perhaps not melt to pity in the cottage 
of mifery and diftrefs : — without it, .1 
fliCuld feldomer mingle my tears with; 
thofe of my fifter, whofe fecret angui(h 
I have often foothed and alleviated. -— 
Can your plcafures be more lively than 
mine ? At leaft I am told they will be 
lefs durable, and that they will leave 
a lading regret and repentance behind. 

My poor fifter ! fhe is at this momfent 
funk in the deepeft 'afBiftioh. Mon- 
fieur Bovile, whofe acquaintance would 
be a valuable acquifition to you — Mon- 
fieur Bovile, whom long feparation has 
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not rendered lefs dear to her, — has 
juft married the fifter of a man with 
whom it is impoffible that you ihould 
long continue in habits * of friend- 
fliip. But what am I to think of that 
paffion, called love, which is capable 
of difturbing the pureft fouls, and pro- 
ducing a fudden change in the mod 
amiable difpofitions ? what am I to 
think of that- dreadful. paflion, which, 
even in the bofom of Eleonora, bears fo 
ftrong a refemblance to envy ? — What ! 
fliall my fifter wifli to debar another 
from the poffeffion of that objefl: which 
fhe is herfelf unable to obtain ? 

■ As . to Madfemoifelle Terville, the 
manner in which you aflc my opinion 
refpetting the conduft to be purfued to- 
wards her, does not perhaps leave jne 
at liberty to give any jad vice, even indi- 
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reftly. 1 will tell you neverthelefs, that 
if chance prefented to my view fuch an 
angel as you defiiribe her, Ffliould im- 
mediately feel a double delight in the 
confcioufnefs of poffeffing a heart fuffi- 
ciently full of fenfibility to adore, ac- 
cording to her deferts, a womaii who is 
wdi'thy of the univerfal homage df man- 
kindi Then, timid and refpeftful in her 
prefence, I would with the moll anxi- 
ous cautipn avoid even the flighteft oc- 
cafibn of offending or difpleafing her : 
~.I would exert every effort to win her 
affeftions. And perhapa I (hould fuc- 
ceed — fliould obtain a wife worthy of 
my adoration -^ and my fitter a friend 
worthy of her efteem and confidence ! 
TN- Ah ! what greater blefliog could be 
waflied for by the happieft of brothers> 
jthe happieft of hufbands ? 
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. Emily to JDoroth^. ; ; .; 

* ■ « ■ 

Langejr, "near Saumur, June 15; 

The catalogue of my misfortunes was 
not yet . filled up> Dorothy. I^was de«- 
(lined to pndure at the faxiie time the* 
moft JexcruGiating bodily pains,. and the 
moft racking anxiety of mind. 

Judge how poignant my anguifh, 
when, on recovering my fenfes, I heard 
aperfonby my bed-fide diftin£lly pro- 
nounce the detefted name of Varmont ! 
r fancied myfelf once more fallen into 
the power of my enemy. . The fever 
which boiled within my veins, became 
more violent ; and, during jthe conti- 
nuance of a long delirium, iio other 
objeG prefented itfelf to my imagiua- 

9 
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tfon than the figure of my intendedv. 
murderer, who inceffantly threatened 
me with his gefture and bis voice. — 
Once indeed — but I (hall long cheriffi 
the delightful recoUeflion — I fancied- 
I heard the name of Bovile. — I flat- 
tered myfelf that my deliverer was re- 
flored to me, and that I (hould foon be 
relieved from all my fufferings. — Alas ! 
tDO foon I learned that the fleet had 
failed, — and that the young man who 
had taken me up on the high road, was 
the friend of Varmont. — I was near 
expiring with grief. 

V 

Meantime, how was I to aft in fo- 
critical a fituation ? -— To relate my mif- 
fortunes, and difclofe my name, would 
have been revealing a crime, and point- 
ing out Varmont as the author. Pre- ■ 
fttmptions might have led Jo proofs^ -—. 

Vol, I. . G 

\ - ■ 






and' what a dreadful doom would iri 
that cafe overtake the criminal ! It is 
true, indeed ?that by thusafting towards 
him with a^ degree of tendern^fs; to 
•which he was C(erta,inly not entitled, I 
ran very great riiks. But, on the other 
hand, would it have been fafe to reveal 
my hiftory ? What reafons could I have 
alleged, fufficietntly plaufible to in- 
duce that friend of Varmont to con- 
ceal from him that his fitter was e- 
fcaped from (hipwreck ? Muft I reveal 
to him the dreadful tale ? — No con- 
liderations of perfonal fafety could 
ever prevail on me to make the difclo- 
fu're : — the more enormous the crime, 
t}ie more I thought it my duty to en- 
deavour to cover it with an impenetra- 
ble veil, even though 1 fliould one day 
fall a vidtim to that imprudent generb- 
lity* which impelled me to pardop the 



guilty wretch who had confpircd againft 
his fifter's life. 

» 

In Qfder, therefore, to remove all fu- 
fpicion, I told him falfehood after falfe- 
hood ; — I told him that I was ;unmar* 
ried^— ^tfeat my name.w&s»TeifvJIIe,'— ^ 
that the.peribn whofe d^partv^^iin tiiie. 
fleet Lfo bitterly^ lamented, was a be- 
loved brother ! -»• A beloved brother !* 
Gracious -^heaven ! why did yoii not 
Xm«t mfe fUch a; broth er> a$ I inighfc 
thirtk Qfi:. with put hatred ii —Finally,! 
whh. refpeft' to VaYtaonti t keep hist 
near relation id me a fecret, and fuf- 
fer ;it to be: uhderftood that he has ex«. 
cited my averfibri by tormenting nier 

with his criminal aridrclfeft. .': 

- ■ ' ■ • ' ' ' ' i t • • f 
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Madame D'Etioles to Bovil.£« 

Touw, June ij* 

Yes, I am convinced, BovSe, that 
you do in fa£t ftand very much ** in need 
of the confolations of friendfbip." But 
was it faandfome in yoU' to iblicit them 
in fo cruel a manner as you have done ? 
In addreffing your lamentations to Ma<* 
dame D'Etioles, was it right fo far to 
forget your Elconora, as to oblige het 
to read every thing that you have 
virritten to her ? How haj^y, €ven in 
the fliades of death, is that Emily, 
whom her virtues — inimitable virtues, 
it feems — rendered fo dear to you, and 
whofe all-powerful charms had fuddenly 
infpired you with a ** growing affec- 
tion T' How happy is (he ! after having 
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been your bride for at leaff a few days, 
flie now enjoys your moft tender re- 
gret ! Ah ! confent in favour of one ta 
whom you were no left dear than to 
her — confent to bear up againft a lofs 
which you deem irreparable. Endeavour 
to fupport the burthen of life: — perhaps 
you cannot, without a certain degree of 
ingratitade, refufe that confolation to an 
unfortunate wdman, whofe tender affec- 
tion for you— • an affe£tion undivided 
by any other obje6t<~muft have beea 
to;her a (burce of u&ceafiog woes. . . 
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Emily to DoaoxHV. 



/. 



^ . 



At prefent, mjr fituation aAdjDiy plans' 
are as follow ii-^ I am already too well 
acqtiainted with the eiceil^^Doeiof iny 
bdlband'i heart, to i[juip£a:t,b&t'ii)4iff^ 
fence %omQi^BslihciXwo&?0ihttid^9Sb 
totbi No dxiutiit^'rBorile-f oi^anflyrxe^ 
gi^ hi$:mfi&5 rwheifi jffcTooiiA&ers at iitf 
recov^robiy: :ld)ft:rjrfirui(>c8adri:ih^ "J^dwf 
ever deep his forrow, avoid fetting out 
on an expedition which he thinks of 
high importance to the fuccefs of the 
Gallic arms? Bovile could not for a 
moment harbour fuch a thought : he is 
not of a difpofition to hefitate or demur 
when his duty is in queftion. — As for 
myfelf, I intend, as foon as recovered 
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ffem my preftnt indifp6Gtion, to retjim 
to Breft, awd there agaiA leinbark.;:-^ 
Monfi.*ar Murville will certainly not xb'^ 
fufe to fupply me with the ne^efiary i 
means. I can eafily meet my huftand ^ 
•at Martinique, where J kaow. the fleot ^ 
•is to remain ftationed for fom* timr. 
Ther^ I (hall defy the dark plots of Var- 
motit. Varmont, whom his friead to^ 
baftily informed of his tiaving iiraiiid.i 
young woman nearly expiring at a iintfl 
diftance from thp fhores of Breft, remf 
ftrfpea that I am iftill alive:: biifc,.i£ 
I can depend on Monfieur Murtilfe's 
folemn aflurances, at leaft my enemy 
does not know in what particular fpdt 
his intended viftim lies concealed! .. .ji 

; » - -'i 

I had nearly forgotten, Dorothy^ to 
inform you of a difagreeable incident 
which increafes the difficulties of mf 

G4 
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fituatlon^ already fo cruelly perplexing. 
This young Murville, amorous and ki- 
flammablei has made me ftrango propo- 
fals ! — I am well aware that appear- 
ances^ which are much againft me, feem 
to afford an excuie for his condu£t. 
The unaccountable n^yfterioufnefs with 
which I conceal from him the events 
that condu6ied me to the fpot where 
he found me, leaves a wide field for hi$ 
imagination. Befides, when he fees 
me fo young — and, efpecially if he 
tiiinks me poflefTed of any beauty — 
can he poffibly guefs of what nature 
Vere the attempts made upon mie by 
that Varmont for whom I appear to en* 
tertain fo firong an averfion i I think 
never thelefs that this young man ought 
to pay more refpe£t to my misfortunes, 
from whatever caufe he may have rea- 
Ibn to fuppofe they originated. Perhaps 
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indeed I might excufe him for with- 
holding his efteem^ fince he is as yet 
ibilightly acquainted with me: but I 
cannot pardon his want of delicacy^ 
in wifliing to take a diihonourable ad- 
vantage of that chance which has in- 
trufted to his care the fate of an uafoc-- 
tunat6 woman» 
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T unbofotnttt>ifeif^M^ tfiytiebp AffiSfton': 
take pity on your fitter's •diftrcft. ■** -• ' 

A dreadful report is in circulation. 
'Tis faid that the Englifh have beaten 
oirr fleet which lately failed from Breft. 
The account adds that the Pallas was 

funk. — Bovile Bovile, then, is 

no more ? 

Make, my dear brother, I earneftly 
conjure you, — make, without a mo- 
ment's delay,, the moft diligent inqui- 
ries. Hafte to communicate to me the 
refult — make a^I poflible hafte. The 



cruel ftate of - uncerteinty m. vyhi^h'I 
have been fmce jrefterdtyi, i^.i«fupp9f> 
able : I fliould prefer death itfelf, as a 
relief from it. ,. ? ; * jJi j.J. 

Above all things,. Mufville; keepisny 
fecrete. The Almigbty l^es ^ftnd J^MD^ 
me : — he knows that I iley.ef. had ^ny 
fecret which need caufe ^rae a blufli ;-t- 
but mankind are.-fo (unjuffti tbe^.ntf^ 
nof diftindion between an JnvoluBJb^Mr^ 
attachment and a premeditated intrigue: / 
they blame a haplefs Woman, iriftead of 
commiferating her misfortune, and pafs 
as fevere a condemnation on ftruggling 
virtue as upon yielding weaknefs. They 
would only confider the unlawfulnefs of 
my paffion : they would fliut their eyes 
V to the variety of motiv(^s which jufti- 
fied it,— the unceafing efforts that X 
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have made to fubdue to it —and the 
many pangs it has coft me. 



V, 



l^t fuch cruel jadges, therefore^ new 
Ver learn by what devouring flame I was 
confomed during life, nor by what for- 
fow I was prematurely hurried to my 
grave. Alas! when you and the reft of 
xny family forced me to give my. hand 
and my fi^rtune to a ftranger^ .would t» 
heaven you had been able to force, ma 
to give him my heart alio. I 
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VaRMOKT to MURVILLE. 

Paris, June 17, midnifht* 

Scarcely was my letter di^atchcd, 
my dear friend,^ when I repented of 
having written it, I requeft you will 
attribute the ill-humour which pervad« 
ed it^ to no other caufe than my deep 
chagrin at the recent lofs I had Aiffer- 
ed. I could not conceive that the lady 
you mentioned was in reality fallen into 
your hands. I imagined that you had 
only hieard of my misfortune through 
tl^ indifcretion - of fome of n^y. ac- 
quaintance, and were difpofed to rally 
me on the fubjeft..* Hepce tho^ hafiy 
and paflionate exprefiionsj which I am 
very forry to have ufed. 
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Your letters moreover, which I re- 
ceived all at the fame time, have fuffi- 
ciently- convinced me, that it vepuld be 
improper to diflemble any longer with 
y&di * HecefWth^* a confeffion which 
I w^s before afl)amed to make. It is 
Hut, too thie'thar'I am afcquainted with 
Ma^em^lifelle '^drville t it is but tod 
fee tft^dk ^^>v6*f^^ for 

&/^'^d^'tif aMit)ti', againft 
WitJchVven jhu Yeetn no longer able to 
gpam yoiii- fcofom. My dear friend, I 
Ic&dwliigt hiyfdf in love fof ttte fiHl 
^imein mywhoTe life r' — and tt is fiif' 
ficieat fe % that i love to xlifti'^aioh.' '. 



■^Mf hdw 'aeii'ght'^d -I am Wfth tlw 




voured me in "that fiitF^hr .ttiamier,* 



^1 (hould have died with grief and 
defpair. Make hafte, my friend, 'to 
reftore * M^ ia perfeft '^a^fc[tnility, by 

' — ^You are not as yet fo defperately en- 

. MAowii^dd ^'Withiihor^'ikd^^ il ^^ ^tfte &pL 

piMfd of^y«>W9v)iol^ iJii^ do«s* niftiAdi* 

Y)^(^^ot» theo^ofl^fltot 'of^>bef^ fi^s^ 

i'liAlS;iit^kf)9offibl^t^«jttft:^thdbi4li^^ 

nil i^ij'^ li'jj I^ixlJ 1 — .ylr';--:; /: -lO.-fi 

: o !" — .niii;d L'oi '{.:/? 'iv.l ; :••';(/ "^xO 
oi:^Ji;.i fjrl i';i/j/ fii : ■ y'A 'i'.A r-. i 
.\ ,i.).Oi*it 'if! jiio'^ ^n;' .. ; — . .,: ,: i 
io liriJ Ji?;iil ]^r:. iiyfjonf: Jo.; .;; :/ 

Mfi.*:]) fjiriii> i/iri '^ir i:.** vJ !'/V'- *i ir -^j 
* fj yyrr bm, ML^j il'/.-.; L^^\;. ci'^d- - 
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. r VaJIMONT ta TAvVLVllLEs 
• fNpt€ L) :] Three o* clock in the sMMtiSigw 



..J .>..-• : : 



I Confefs^ MitrvHle^ this is not the 
BxSt. jtime that you have given me reafon 
to admire your penetration. J^ is:^ery 
true^ thats in thr frantic e^^eis^pf aident 
Jove,. I have treated. i the j^oor^ gjirl ra- 
ther roughly. — I ihaU tell you the 
whole affair at another time when my 
mind is more at eaie«. — It is equally true 
that I never entertained the intention 
of doing her any real harm. — You> 
found her face torn, and her hands^ 
bloody? — I affure you, my friend, it 
was not through my fault that yon 
found her feu— SbuHnu|i have been — ^^but 
you forgot to tell me that circumftance^ 
*— benumbed with cold^ and wet ta 
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the ikin. But that was owing to the 
mode of her efcape : -— (he efcaped 
from me almofl; by a miracle, and at 
the rifle of being drowned a hundred 
times over. — You (hall fee how it was, 
when I inform you of the contrivance 
file put in praftice. But (lie was too 
late in making her efcape : (he is al« 
ready mine ; and that is the reafon why 
(he dete(ts me^ or at leaft appears to de* 
teft me. 

You know, my dear friend, that it 
it is only at the firft (lep a woman hefi* 
tates: and now that the ice is fairly 
broken, I am convinced (be will not be 
forry to find herfelf once more in my 
power. Neverthelefs> as^ my fudden ap* 
pearance might alarm her^ I will fo far 
reftrain my impatietice as npt to go my- 
felf to receive her from you^ but fend 



^3* XWrLT PE VAItMaNT. 

my tf ufty fervaaty Lafleur, ^hom I know 
to be devo^Sed -to my intereft. You may 
fafely deliver her into his hands :— you ' 
may, .Murvilie>.«fid' you oiuight to do fo. , 
1 again repeat. that (he iafifiinie, and that 
it is vfcteriy ifnpQ)fBble ifur me to exifl^ 
<without hch '■ . i.^^ 

• --• V . J I - » I. , J * ' 
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VARMONT,tO MURVILJLE. 

• (Nott //.; • Five o' clock in ^e motmtg. 

OnB iting rtiakes: me- aincaiy, Mui> 
vitte ; [bkl^f Tequcift lyoii to clear it u{^ 
to me i fori cannot feel iridi^reiit t>9 
liliy circtimftflhceiv^hidrfxelatfes ito.hec^ 
Awyou f^eifedl)^ certain rtkaol fbeiloyef 
her btdtllierilkiai^h^iHF ^flse &)q I Ar to 
my'^rt^f>ham^ rea&h n&^tfaiAk.^tttber 
t^hief Hi6tk^ ci|pr. ibgrtittiDg^ ikis ifopaiH 
iuit^tU^^Mfiioet^ris /tbatbbttiJVfB^)^ 
<tal^i^ed(»i^«iii iiiplibniflie !te{i)0&od :Mi 
fiutiva pn>ld£tdr agajinft. toe»l JLido: mtfk 
lrtcd'eiter<mtan to requedliat^ouiliottidr 
importune her withjqnfiftioiMjoaittlMMt 
fubjeft :.-«<oli-4the.'i coittrafjo^^'^y^^^'^iWi 
oblige me by never fpeaking to her 
about it : — but give me a faithful ac- 
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count of every thing (he has already 

^ faid refpefting that brother. I wifh to 

knowwhether he was really theperfon 

who refcued her from the perils by 

which fhe was furrounded : but as to 

the danger of aiTaffination, yoii muft 

be conviiiccd that • it was purely iiii^ 

ginary •— the mere. eSe£k 6f raging fe* 

veranddfilir turn.: for. where oa earth 

coold a numftex be ^itndfXwbo were 

capable of attempting her life ? He cer* 

tainly mnft have been^ ^n-jdvi obferv^ 

m yoiir ktteiv-*' a favage beaft ■ ■ r- fa? 

Tdge^ imieed> iiky<m4 exaaaple, •— and 

Ato moft 4ull and ftupid ib£ the brutal 

liLce : for> in fliort'y what being whor 

wears the human figure, but muft feel 

that nature never created, ib fine a girl 

for the purpoie of afiaffinatioa ? 



> . 
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VaRMONT to MURVIJULE, 
(Note III,) Seven o* clock in the morning. 

I AM flill uneafy about one particular, 
refpefting which I requeft you will in- 
terrogate Mademoifelle Terville. Bfe^ 
fore you met with her, did (he not fall 
into the hands of any other perfon ? — I 
fhould be diftra£ted iat the idea that the 
fmalleft accident had happened to her ; 
though, had that been the cafe, it was 
no more than flie deferved : for, why 
make her efcape when the worft was 
over ? why elope from me ? how fnug 
fhe might be at prefent ia the fituation 
where I had placed her!— -But you; 
will certainly reftore her to me : I (hall 
prefently call in Lafleur^ whom I had 
font out to reconnoitre : •— to-naorrow I 



difpatch him to you : and do you, my 
friend, make no delay, but immediately 
furrend^ tny Dulcinea into his hands. 
Her remainii3g long.er in your poflTeflioti 
would be attended with confiderable 
danger to me: you would at length 
become quite enamoured with her your- 
felf; and. as I kaiow your fupcrtority 
over me, I dread the confequcnces of 
a companfon. The: young lady, when 
once fully -acquainted with' the rherits 
cf Murville, would feel a ftilMbonger 
repugnance to return to ime. — Mean- 
while, . I thank you for not having told 
her that Ivam apprifed of the place of 
her . concealment. ; my plans will be 
nrmch facilitiated by hex remaining igno* 
^ant that her charms are about to be 
reftored to me. But be expeditious, 
Murville : there is hot a moment to be 
loft : -^yau would certainly fail in love 
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With her — • you would engage her af- 
feftions in turn : and yet I again re- 
peat to you that Ihe is mine •*** that I 
adore her — and cannot exift without 
her. 



: t 
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MvitVILLE to DotERVAL. 

LangejTi 1 8th June, ten at night. 

DOLERVAL, your poor fitter wrote 
me yefterday a nioft melancholy letter, 
which has affefted me to a degree that 
I cannot exprefs. I felt myfelf ftrong- 
ly inclined to blubber like a child — al- 
though I thought I had fo ftoically for- 
tified myfelf againfl: fuch puerile weak- 
nefs. Neverthelefs, before I would 
yield to my feelings, I inftantly di- 
fpatched my courier. The dog ! it was 
well worth while indeed to founder me 
a pair of horfesj and bring me fuch bad 
news 1 

« 
It is indeed but too true that the Pal- 
las went to the bottom* Thofe mif- 
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creant Englifli faved only feventy of her 
crew : all the remainder of the faflors 
and marines, together with their cap- 
tain, took a (hort trip in Charon's wher- 
ry, and are now fafe at anchor in the 
Styx. 

But this is not all. The difafter is 
imputed to the mifconduft of Bovile ; 
he is accufed of having difobeyed the 
lignals. — I cannot believe it: for Bo- 
vile has on many occafions afforded fuf- 
cient proofs of his rcfpeci for fiibordi- 
nation. But he is now at the bottom 
of the fea, and can't fpeak a word in 
his own defence ; — - therefore (you know) 
he mu^ be in fault! — Long ago and 
often have I faid that admiral Varmont, 
who protected him, vvas guilty of an 
egregious blunder in promoting him. 
To introduce a plebeian into our royal 

Vol. 1. H 
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navy i& like expofing a woman in the 
middle of a foreft. 



To complete the misfortune, that 

fame accurfed frigate which drowned 

my fitter's inamorato, has alfo drowned 

the brother of my Dulcinea : and fuch 

• 

was my ftupidity and want of thought, 
that I interrogated the unlucky meffen- 
ger in h^r prefence ! The confequence 
was that fhe immediately fainted away : 
and I prefume the fame intelligence 
will be a death-blow to my poor Af- 
ter. 

To charge you with communicating 
it to her, Dolerval, is impofing on you 
a melancholy office. But for me direftly 
to fend the mournful tidings, would be 
configning her at once to hands of the 
undertaker. I depend on your tender 

8 
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attention, gradually to prepare her for' 
the difclofure of the whole of her miC*^ 
fortune. But fuch are the precious 
fruits of that virtue with which (he is 
fo much enamoured ! If your lifter, in«- 
ftead of vainly fighing for Bovile dur- 
ing feven long years, had^ in imitation- 
of fo many others, occafionally enjoyed 
a ftolen interview with him,— he mfght, 
at the time of his late departure, have 
bid her adieu without leaving fuch a 
mortal load of regret behind. Or if 
her grief was fo great as absolutely t* 
ftand in need of confolation, feme ten- 
der-hearted youth might be found, who 
would take a pleafure in adminiftering 
it : — and indeed what are young fel- 
lows good for, but to adminifter confo* 
lation to slfBifted widows ? — ' ,But, with 
our Eleonora, there is no refource. The ' 
only comforter 1 have it in my power (o 

H ?. 
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recommend to her, is yourfelf — - her 
brother ! a poor comforter, indeed ! 

• 

This puts me quite out of humour 
— efpeciaUy as an accumulation of mif- 
fortunefi have overpowered me all at 
the fame time^ You recolle<Si:, Doler- 
val, the. charming girI4 mjeiitioned to, 
you — the little angel, as you call her ! ; 
~That little angel, whofe countenance j 
and demeanour are fo modeft and chafte 
-^vwhofe looks are fo timid, -^ fliie is not 
what I thought her] I haye juft.receiy-. 
cd a letter which informs me of the' 
whole. After this, what female phyfi- 
ognomy can a man ever venture to 
truft? I am mortified, I am. incenfed, 
beyond conception ! * * 1 . . Ah ! Mon* 
fieur Varmont would . do .well to. ftarid * 
on his guard ! 
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Emily to Dorothy. ^ 

Langey, 18th June, eleven at n'ghf. 

At length I enjoj a moment of peace- 
ful folitude : at length I am at liberty 
to indulge my fighs and tears -^ and to 
commit the detail of tny new farrows 
and diftreffes to this paper which fhall 
one day reveal to you the whole extent 
of my misfortunes. 
'•. . . :.:'■'. . ••■ ' '' .. » 

• My dear Dorothy^ I had but onie fup- 
porf remaining in the world — and that 

I have loft : — Bovile is dead ! 

« 

Wer^ you only to confider the fitua- 
tion into which I- am plunged by his 
melancholy fate, perhaps you might ex- 
cufe me if my grief was confined to 

H3 
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my own misfortune: perhaps you might 
think, that, in lofing him with whom 
I had'been united but for a moment, as 
it were, — and whofe premature death 
leaves me at the mercy of my enemies, 
— - 1 have Ief» re.afon to regret him as a 
hufband than as a proteftor. But, (hort 
as was the time of our union, Bovile 
had already impreffed my heart with 
fentiments of the moft lively gratitudci, 
and the moft tender efteem. And liow 
foon does adverfity teach us to judgie^ 
of mankind ! Can I — the lifter of Var- 
mant ! — the flaV^e, the prifoner df Miir- 
ville ! — can 1 be condemned for foppof- 
ing that there exift few worthy charac-- 
ters among their whole fex ? and have 
I not.reafon eternally ta regret the lofs 
of him who has been fnatched away 
from my afFeftion ? 
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So dreadful, however, is my prefent 
condition, that I am almoft as cruelly 
tormented by my anxious fears, as by 
my bitter regret. Oh Dorothy ! what 
(hall become of your Emily.?. Perfecut- 
ed *by the unrelenting hatred of Ma- 
dame Varmont, — » faved only by a mi- 
racle from the blood-thirfty rage of an 
unnatural brotheV, — a widow almofl 
as foon as married, — forced to conceal 
the name of my family and that of my 
hulband, *-« deflitute of every refource 
-^poffefling neither ftrength nor expe- 
rience, — what ufe fliall I make of that 
fatal liberty which is now fallen to my 
lot ? Alas I would it, then, have been 
better for me to have lived in eternal 

m 

flavery, (iich as you are doomed to 
groan under ? 

But why do I talk of liberty ? Ida 

H 4 
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not enjoy it, my dear Dcrothy. This 
Murville detains me a prifoner : — fuch 
is the advantage he takes of the weak- 
jnefs of my fex, and the wretchednefs 
of my forlorn condition ! 1 hope never- 
thelefs that the Almighty Being wlxo 
ftretches forth his powerful arm to fuc- 
cour and proteft the opprefTed, drd not 
refcue me from the dagger of a parri- 
cidal brother, to leave me in the hand* 
of a deftroyer of female honour. Let 
me but recover a little ftrength, and I 
iliall find ineans to elude the vigUance 
my tyrant jailor. Til try, Til examine, 
ril inquire. — Surely I (hall at length 
fucceed : — or am I to fuppofe that 
there exifted but a fiqgle man upon 
earth, who was pofleffed of delicacy 
ind generofity ? am I to defpair of ever ' 
inding a fecond Bovile ? I certainly do. 
.lot intend to folicit the mortifying pity 
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pity of any human bejng : — but why 
fliould I blufh to implore the humane 
fympatBy of thofe whofe bofoms glow 
wit];i geouine fenfi.bility ? And belides^ 
fhall I not be able to maintain myfelf 
by the work of my own hands, as fo 
many cjthers do? The moft laborious 
^eicpToyment would not terrify me : af- 
•ter having once had the courage to im^ 
idcrtake it, habit would foon reconcile 
me to it. In (hort, I feel myfelf capa* 
ble of enduring every thing except the 
ihame and infamy attendant on vice. 
Do not, therefore,, Dorothy,, be uneafy 
on my account: a ray of returnmg 
hope fuddenly beams upon my mind : 
and, happen what may, my patiervce 
will never forfake me* 
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MuftyiXiE to VERMONT. 

Langey^ June ip, mtdfnight.^ 

She is yours? the outrage is complet- 
ed ? her charms are blafted ? WeU, 
take her back ! I 4o not wifh to detain 
her: (he is no longer worthy of ray 
regard. Let your ambaflador make his 
appearance. I (hall immediately deli* 
vcr up to him your fugitive fultana, --^ 
and only wifli that a troop of ugly hob- 
goblins may carry oS the ftilpid Vandal 
who carried her off from you. 
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MvKviLhz to Vaumokt* 

20th Jfltie, five in thi morning. 

What I you reaUy had the hfcart to 
profene fuch charms ? bcif titntd mo- 
defty, her maiden -innocence, coulc^rncEt 
reprefs your licentious defircs ? The€i>* 
treaties^ the aiFe£iing tears of youthful 
beauty, were incapable of mehing yoiar 
heart ? *— But why do I talk of entreaties 
and tears ? •— You ought. Madam, yott 
liught to have called in the aid of pinch^^ 
ing, fcratching, biting, Icreaming — 
even fwearing, if neceflkry ! You (howld' 
have ftruggled like aFiiry— you ftould 
— yes, you flwuld have fuffered death 
itfelf, rather than fubmit to fuch treat- 
ment .... Inftead of that, you only fly 
when the mifchief is done ! •— Then^ 

H 6 
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Madam, notwithftanding all the pene^ 
tration and fenfibility that beam in your 
fparkling eyes, I muft pronounos you a 
downright firapleton I 

But, no! 'tis you alone, unrelentin^g; 
•Varraont> that are to blame : — ^ you 
:«lotle are guilty. How, I aft, how 
•could fo feeble and delicate a creature 
jYcfifty even for a few minutes,, the ef- 
forts of your fuptrior ftrength E You 
0tferpowered her, v- you murdered 
hwrr^yt^ you committed murder in 
-^ftejiteral fenfe of the term — 4ownr 
«ight j).reji\fiditated murder I, — poop 
4girl ! chaf mipg creature^ worthy of a 
bbitef fate I When in imagination i 
fri^w tile particulars of th^ tranfa6lion> 
my blood boils with rag^ I Yes^in thofe 
ii)cmerits, I wojuld be willing enough 
tQ.liijd her bacj^ to you : but at t^ e.fania 
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time I would fnatch up-my fwofd, and 
plunge it to the hilt in your bofom. . 

A£ls of violence — blacky .;villanau8 
jdeeds — are ail that you, and, men 'like 
you, are capable of. You iffue your 
commands, when you ought to employ 
folicitation : — you feize by force 
what you ought to obtain by concet 
lion ! — Glorious exploits to boaft 
of! — A common drayman would in 
that particular rival the beft among 

^ .... 

-- But ta footh the . grief of a tender:^ 

fair one,, in order to lull her vigilance 

— to offer incenfe to her vanity, in or- 
der to lead her aftray -— to flatter ber 
prejudices, in order to overcome th^m. 

— to pay homage to her virtue, in 
order to render it more tradable -— 
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to excite her gratitude by ails of 
feemiftg kindnefs — her tendernefs by 
a counterfeit fenfibility — her confi- 
dence by a well-feigned refpe6t — her 
generbfity by a boundlefs difinterefted- 
nefe — even her defires by trahfports 
fometimes fuddenJy difcovered, but im- 
mediately repr^ffed — gradually to kin- 
dle in her youthful heart a devouring 
flame — and at lengh to reduce the 
charming maid, not fimply to furren-^ 
der, but to give, to throw herfelf into 
your embraces, and voluntarily to blefs 
you with fuU poffeffion of her charms 
— that is the mailer-piece of our art — 
and that is what I hope to achieve. 

I am well aware that it will be a te- 
dious tafk : but, everything confider- 
ed, I have ample time to accomplifh 
\i. I have already had a fufficient num* 



4)6r<ifi«dinaffy intrigues :—-l am weafy 
i>f them, and ik)w wifh to enjoy tW 
peaceful fweets of an engagen^e&t of 
fieaify a ferious nature : I wiihl to try 
the effefts of fomething nearly up^ 
^roaching to real love. And then what 
a gloridus reward I fliaU receive for my 
toife J Never was a finer opportunity of 
tfyiogtbe experihi^ilii on fo charming^ 
^fubjefit. '. 
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Thus,. Varmont, you muft plainly 
petcetve, that' to fend itoe your confi* 
dentiaT vatet> ' woUld be fending him o» 
a fruitkfe errand. It ts impoffible fot 
me to think of furrendering her. 

I fancy I already hear you e^^ claim 
againft my conduft. But let us hear 
your arguments. — " You cannot exift 
without her?"-?- 1 know you too welU 



'Varmont — I know that the figbt"iof «rf- 
'Other fair face will fooh make you. foar- 
get her; whereas her inaage'is indelibly 
-fi«ed in my bofom, .aad in takin|[' her 
irom me, yoti would tear^ away a part 
:pf myibtf r-rr.ipy.wbde he^rt,* — -Yoid 

-are- epamour^d'i with iher? — r l> arti^ a 
'ithoufaud times n^oFe fo. I burn witli 
the love with Ayhichrfli^ has alrjeady; inr 
fpired me, and feel by anticip^tioKii ;l;h^ 
additional flame that (he will hereafter 
kindle iif pjf bceaft. — Agafa, you have 
the, Goi|iidence>ta afiertthat^ie is yours-: 
^u t; J ' deny the fa£i: r . for who has ' ever 
inaintainecj -that f^olen gpods^ are rthe 
property of the,thief^whaha5 purloiix- 
cd them ? 

. No, no, Monfieur Varraopt, it is in 
yain for you to entreaty copjure, apo- 
logife, — in vain toftoop.to the meati^^ 
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condefcenfiotts : — my refolution is ta- 
ken : — I never will confent to give 
her up. 

Until I have more leifure, I muft de- 
fer anfwering the infignificant queftrons 
with which you teafe me: but in the 
mean time I confent to accept of your 
apology, and even your compliments. 
I am not, however, quite .fure that it 
really is a compliment to Murville^ 
• when you condefcend to acknowledge 
■ him fuperior to Varmont. Be that as 
it may, I am difpofcd to ftiow you every 
indulgence : but as to the lady, I zxih 
determined not to furrender her^ 
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MUJIVILLE to VaRMONTT* 

June 24, 

If you fiill entertain any doubts of my 
veracity, my dear friend, your confi- 
dant can eafily clear them up : — he can 
affure you that the lady is very far from 
loving yoUi. 

In fpitQ of the ridiculous difguife un- 
der which your valet was concealed, 
ihe fancied flie recognifed him ; and 
the whole Houfe immediately echoed 
with her Icrearas. The amiable girl 
embraced my knees ■=— my words are 
literally true — flie fell on her knees, 
and, embracing mine> earneftly fuppli- 
cated me not to deliver her up to her 
moft deadly enemy. — I had not the 
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moft diftant intention of doing fo 
her beft friend fhould not have obtained 
her from me. — Your worthy emiflarv, 
neverthelefs, after having fruitlefsly em- 
ployed the meaneft fupplications of 
-•which a footman is capable, fuddenly 
affumed all the majcfty of an ambaffa- 
dor ! Like that famed Roman who car- 
ried peace and war in the folds of hia 
robe, Monfieur Laileur with a confer 
quential air thruft his hand ia his. pockr 
nii aod immediately drew out deatlj^ 
and deftru£tion in the fbape of a chal^ 
lenge .in your hand-writing ! •-i- 1 at firft 
received your manifefto with ^U i\xp re*^ 
fpe£t : biit your ambaflador having taken 
fome infolent liberties, I was juft con-r 
fidering whether I had not better com-^ 
mence hoftilities by throwing him out 
of;the window, LtickUy a fingle word 
ifQm the lady was fuffic^wt to dd cae 
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of his pre fence — ** Monjler V cried flm, 
" if you do not inftantly retire, I'll di£- 
*^ cover the whole !" — That inftaiii 
the monfter was gone^ ..' 

Oh my party after having recovered- 
from my agitation, I again arid agaia 
read ovi^r^our note, and pondered . its- 
contents. — Varmont, that note -cori'^ 
vihces jftie that you are an arrant, feolj. 
-er * a ; dfeep politician ; — a fpol, IF you 
ferioufly Ineaff to' expofe^ youi&Ji, fbr 
the feke of the lady, to be run* through 
the body by your beft friend;----^ a deep 
politician, if you giveme this appoint^ 
tnent to meet you on the frontier^ only 
with a view to get me away from the 
charming girl. However the cafe miyt 
be, I am now fore warned,, and (hall acn 
cordingly ftandon ^tny guard. WBat** 
ever danger iqay be : ixv referve for rne» 
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l»cne I am determined to ftay, and de-s 
fend that treafure which I am now lefs' 
inclined to furrender than I ever, was . 
before. -—If, on your fide, you perfift- 
in the defign of wnefting.it from me, •— 
come, my dear friend J fiome ! Mur- 
villc will await your approach, without" 
recoiling an inch. Thus each of us 
will adl perfeftly in charafter : 'tis not 
the party who is attacked, that ought 
to be the firfl to quit his ground. 

Neverthelefs, Varmont, will you take 
a good advice ? Remain quietly at 
home. Po not come to defy my valour 
on my own lawn ! — I know you are an 
adept in fencing: but — without va- 
nity be it faid — 1 alfo have diftinguifli- . 
ed myfelf in the art. You know, my 
friend, it is incumbent on men of our 
(lamp to be expert in a tilting bout, ^ 
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Tilting would foon degenerate to a fri- 
volous and contemptible amufement, 
if never employed except at the call of 
that romantic honour, of which we talk 
fo loudly. In order to conceive a pro- 
per idea of its value, we muft confider 
it in its more ufeful fubferviencies. To 
it we are indebted for the privilege of 
attempting and executing with impu- 
nity thofe diabolical pranks of which 
we make our daily boaft — but from 
which we (hould foon be obliged to re- 
frain^ ' if, like the common herd of 
fneaking fober people, we were tamely 
tofubmit'to the rules of ordinary juf- 
tice. ' Beyond all doubt, it is indif- 
penfably neceflary that we (hould, in 
any fudden emergency, be able to fay 
to a man who might be tempted to 
make a noife, *' It is true. Sir, that I 
bave dexteroufly won your whole for* 
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tune at the gaming-table — that I have 
publicly infulted your wife in the ball- 
room — that I have feduced your daugh- 
ter — carried off your fifter — fneered 
at, ridiculed, expofed yourfelf: — 
nought remained, Sir, but to kick you : 
— I nov^.;do that ; — and you muft pa- 
tiently pocket all thofe infults — or, 
I run you through the body !" ■ 
What an excellent invention for us is 
that fyftem which fets the prejudices of 
education in oppofition to the laws,— 
and, exalting perfonal ftrength above 
all authority, exempts us from the ne- 
ceffity of poffeffing any virtues, or the 
fmalleft atom of morality, providfed we 
only wear a fword ! I give you there- 
fore credit for valuing yourfelf upon 
yours ; nay, I can even conceive that 
yoti will be inclined to think it more 
formidable than mine, if you follow up 
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my reafoning with rigid flriftnefs. But, 
I caution you to beware ! When you 
formerly led me to take the firft ftep in 
the career of libertinifm, I reflefted 
that I (hould perhaps, at fome future 
day, find myfelf unable to avoid follow- 
ing your fteps in a mo/e criminal path ; • 
and that at length the devil might 
tempt me to aim at furpaffing you. Im- • 
preffed with that idea, I took my mea- 
fures accordingly. — Take, therefore, 
my advice, Varmont, and referve your 
courage for fome lefs perilous occafion : 
for, between us adepts at the blade, 
there is nothing to be gained on either 
fide but^a few inches of cold iron. • 

Above all things, do not attempt to 
fend Lafleur to me again. He muft, 
on his part, feel very little inclination 
to come here ^, fecond time : and I, on 



the other hand, fhaU be veiy glad never 
more to fee him* JPreviou^to his ap- 
pearance, the lady, had already .twenty 
'times requefted that f would fet her at 
-liberty : —^ you may judge how; much 
-more prefCng flie is become in her foli- 
citations iQnce the fervant's vifit has 
:given her reafon to dread a vifit from 
iiis matter .—Would you believe it ? fhe 
aftilally attempted this m6ming to 
efcape through the window: but 
though I fliould have been diverted to 
;have feen your clumfy embaffador take 
-fuch a leap — and was . fo ftrongly 
tempted to compei him to it yefterday 
'•^l thought it too dangerous for a 
.young lady. Accordingly I have barred 
-up the windows of her apartment : but 
this tender attention on my part, which 
(he. ungratefully brands with the name 
of tyranny, retards inftead of promote 

VOJL.I. I 
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ing the fuC.Gefs of my plans. Be quiet, 
•Varmont — do not interfere. Since k 
i§.4iot in your power to prevent my ob- 
taining the objeS of my wiflies," would 
you feek the mean confola^n of de- 
laying the happy moment ? -Such con- 
du£l would be contemptible ! I re- 
queftj I entreat, tthat you will be quiet 
--T- and, above all things, do not again 
fend me Lafleur. 

Heark^ye, if he ever more dares to 
make his appearance here, I give you 
fair warning that he fhall not be fu£- 
fered to depart until he has made am- 
ple confefGon of )r every circumftance 
which the lady, in her fudden tranfport, 
was on the point of difcovering, had 
not your prudent .confidant prevented, 
by his hafty flight, a difclofure, of 
which the bar^ threat had fo dread- 
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fully alamed him. Varmont, 'tis tto 
trifle, in the firft inftance, to ravifh a 

• 

girl : but it often happens that an ac- 
tion; in itfelf unjuftifiable, is accompa- 
nied by a variety of circumftances which 
greatly cohtribute to aggravate its cri- 
mittality.-' Now every thing concurs to 
convince TO6', that, in your affair with, 
JVIkdemolfelle Terville, the incidents 
-and epifodes wer6 of a piece with the 
main plot. You certai«iy muft have 
out- done your former out-doings : for, 
inlhort, in yourlaft letter, fo little cal- 
culated to give me any information on 
the fubje6l, and immediately followed 
by a number of notes equally unfatif- 
faftory, but which difplay in every line 
the efforts of art aiming to be natural,^ 
— in all that tedious fcribbling, I fay, 
not a word appears — no, not a fingle 
word, that could intimate the maft di« 

I z 



^ant intention on your partaker to dif* 
clofe to xne the particulars of thatncMr 
jnyftery of irtiquity. Do not therefor-€ 
compel me to fathom it. ^Ithpia^gh ycfu 
are mucji younger than I, you Jiaye often 
fet me a frightful example in the paths 
I have above-mentioned: and ^ho 
)knows but the leflbns which this adr 
venture would furnifti, might proVfe tbo 
ibpcking for your pupil? Yeis, Var* 
inont, I fufpedt that you have made the 
dofe too powerful for me to fwallow, 
r~Be quiet, Varmont — I beg of yon, 
be quiet; and, above all things, nc^tx 
again fend me Lafleur. 
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•' MtTRVILlE to D&LERVAL. 

Langey, June 24. 

Oh beneficent apoplexy! why didft 

"tboU^ not carry off the old man fome 

j^ars foonef? or thou, rather, devouring 

ixrean, why^ dfdft tHon not fwallow up 

thd young ^ mAn fome years later? ^-^^ 

What ap^kw t6 mc vrhblly unic- 

countrffle^ i*»t!i«:.Boyfle fhoold have 

fo aukwardly taken his leave of Eleo- 

Mrz precifely at the very moment 

^han ber eveflafting I>'Etioles was on 

:thdf»Gmt of fairly biddmg us airan 

€^toal adieti. True love is feldom 

guilty of fimUar blunders. But, at aJl 

events, my dear Dolerval, our charm- 

kig filter is* VkOW doubly a widow. 

Is 
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Ought \ye to lament her fate ? Egad, 1 
am not petfeftly clear tlrat we (hould. 
If on tjie one hand we have, xeafon to 
we^p, 0X1 the other we may fairly be 
.allow^ to fmile. She has loft her 
.lover, rt i$ true: but at the fam^ tirne 
ihe is relcafed from her hufband; 1^^ a 
.word, I fufpeft, that, allcircum^^RCi^ 
confidered, a due proportion jyUJ^. t^e 
found to prevail between t^e h^]^y 
and the unfortunate events .of life ^-r- 
.1 plainly fee that; the vvprld iS:gpM$0i- 
ed by an over-ruliiig;prpvidqaqe>^ :: % 






Prefent therefore to my defir £1^- 
nora ^ — unlefs, . however, , yctu . 0:»ou)id 
think it improper — ^ a.doubl£|]Q9a\p|i« 
ment in my name,-^the one of cpo^P- 
lence —: the other of congratu|at^o»» . 
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You may very. %f§lyk Wy. d«r Dcjigh 
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ta^vfenturfe" fo' compliment me Ih that 
manner: J' (hall hot be affronted on 
the occafion :* for in truth I know riot 
whether my prefent condition claims 
yourifyropathy in joy or your fympathy 
mi forrow. That fehfibilky of whick 
youfo often boaft to me — oaii it be » 
defeft in our blood — an hereditary 
difeafe ■•— a- family failing, which I 
have. only partially cured in my own 
Gonftitution ; by the ufe of palliatives, 
but never been able^ whotfy to eradi- 
Gate ? I vow I feel it fpringtwg' up and 
expanding in my bofom I It is very 
troublefome : it impedes my refpira- 
tion. A^^hen iii company -with, the 
obarnhing Terville, 'tis then that i'feel' 
my breath iquitedopt: juid in my deep 
amaze-Ihearmyfelf Ogh. On thefc oc-. 
oafions, my figure, formerly all gaiety 
-atod. life, affiimcs -^ch an air *— the. 

14 
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very air of a man deeply infefted with 
your difeiafe 1 And the cunning, gipfy, 
who plainly perceives my embarraff- 
ment, drives to take advantage o£ it* 
She importunes me to fet her at li^ 
berty : for -^ if I have not already told 
you of the eircumftance, I muft novr 
inform you, that I keep her under locfe 
and key, --^ I fancy \ hear you exclaim 
againft fiich a procedure •«- Well J tell 
me then, qanyau point out a more ef-^ 
feftual mo<Je of detaining *^ an augol '* 
againft her will ?-«- But, to return -^^^ 
ihe demands, and I refufc.*?*- Het voice 
next affuming a ftill fbfter tone, (he 
begs, entreats, fupplicates : *— thea 
chiefly it is that the family w^aknefs 
prevails, and I feel my whole foul 
moved within me. Has a tear— one 
fingle tear — dropped frpm her eye ? — w 
Mine- immediately ^^ yQS, mine is ready. 
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to (bed tears too. I am unea(y, I am 
vexed, to find myfelf in fuch a condf- 
tion — ramweafyj I ato aftiartied, of 
it! And neverthelefs I cannot help 
owning tfeat it is not wholly iinproduc- 
tive of pleafing (enfatjons^ 

HdWerer, if the lady intends to per» 
revere in tormenting' nie thus, I muft^ 
&me of thefe days, tak« advantage of a 
fnddeh (Kirt of cotirage : and perhaps^ 
By. boldly riflcing the attack^ I- m&y 
bring the affair to a happy coiiclulion* 
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J- 

1 . • ■■ . 

Paris, June %Z^ 

I WAS convinced of it : Acre was 
xjot the fmalleft room tp*doubt.of:'the 
faft. And yet you, who have both feea- 
and heard — you, ftill. hefitate.?. *Tis 
well worth while, forfooth, toiiecqn- 
c^akd in the vicinity, and do nothing ! 
You apply to me for frefh inftruftions,!; 
But did I not, before your departure,^ 
give you every poflible inftruftion that- 
the cafe could require? Did I Act; 
clearly forefee the embarraffing fitua* 
tion in which you are involved? Have 
you forgotten that the challenge was a 
mere bravado, and to be employed- 
only as the laft refource, which might 

to 
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perhaps prevail with our gentleman .by 
alarming, his fears? Why then 4ff^u: 
feem tp e3^p^£); .(hat I./Iipuld gbaiad.exr , 
pofe myfelf in a. duel with him?. That 
meafure is:not to he.;adopted until' yoif , 
have unfuceefsfully tried every other.. 
No doubt, we. fhall ha*:e our revenge 
on the. infplent fellow who has naaM 
treated * you ; .- but,, in preference to 
every, other cpnfideration* ,the. more ur- 
gent bufinefs muft be firfl difpatched. 

• « 

If what we have already done were 
fiill undone — if .there were queftionof 

;« t^ing the firft ftep in this affair — now 
tl^at I am cautioned by the cn^el utiea- 
fmefs that racks my foul, I fhould per-' 
haps hefitate. But what I at firft con-* 
fenced to do for the fake of my pecu- 
niary advantage alone,-- can I how re- 

■ -^ ■ . . 1.6 
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fiifeto do iy when more powerfully 
iirfilteHed by the* confideration of our 
ccfthnibti fafety?^ Do you not fee! the 
full force of thofe alarming words, ^* If 
ybu do not inftantly i^tirel^ IHl difcovcr 
the whole ?*' — Fool ! blockhead ! could 
ihe talk of difcovering any thing unlefs 
file knew it ? Of what confequence' is 
it to us, how fhe has herfelf dilcovefed 
it? The main, the moft urgent confi- 
deration with us, is to take effefhial 
fteps to prevent her ever difcovering it 
to any tody elfe. 

' Be aljCrt therefor^ : exert yourfelf in 
aftion. * You. are provided with money 
and ariris : y Qii thought the execution 
of my projeft a matter of no difficulty : 
— be expeditious : — we have not a 
moment to lofe. Sooner or later we 
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ifft 



fhould both ineyitablf feet the confe-r 
quences of your negle^. Pluck up a 
little eoQmge> and oonfignto the-eartb 
what the waves have fo unluckily 
thrown bicli upon our band^ 
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MirarviLi-!E to Dolerval^. 

lanffjj 4tb July^ten in the mombg;^ 

EiAMENT my misfortune, Dolerval ! 
Is it poffible for the prudence and fore- 
fight of man to guard againft the trea-' 
chery of a villain and the ftfatagenis of ? 
a woman? Nought can furpafs the in-; 
genuity of the latter : and the fuccefs ^ 
of the former is. unparalleled. Which 
of the t\yo has corrupted my vale t-de-* 
chambre, I cannot tell : but one thing, 
of which I am unfortunately^ but too 
certain, is- that my. rafcal Marcql has > 
difappeared during the laft: nighty toge- 
ther with my fair prifoner,. whotn ho 
had releafed from, her confinement. 
Hence I naturally conclude that" ihe 



cfkf I w r^tr v,A«i*o«jr¥. iftj: 



ungrateful girl lias fled £rqtn me '^.un-^ 
lefs indeed the treachei^6us ^Yarmont 
\m carried :her off hy^ fojrce .or fraud. 



; T^us; abai>diMKd) 
need; of «H my natoral gaiety: 



but that too has crueljy farfakeii> m^ 
N^ver.4id l before experieDce iny^ 
event fo little: calculated to. anmfe'qr 
comfort me :-. never did any misfortune: 
appear to me. lefs fupportable*^ I feel; 
within me a fomething v^hich pr6mpts» 
a figh*. Is^it felf-love? is it lave for. 
TervHlc ? — Guefs' if, DoJerval, if -you: 
can :— for I have, at this moment, aiv 
equal repiignanq^ to make the avowal 
tp ypu,:Or eveftftneitly.to acknowledge 
the trm^/Aate ofi the. cafe within, my 

• * • ■ 

There is one circumftiance which feta 
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me diftraQed : ~I an* foreed iiiffdnta^ 
BCOittfly'Vo fetdtit for Breft': i hat^juft 
receive* ordefs ta attttitf tfc^re :Wi^ 
out a moment's delay j and perhaps. 
I fliitt be obliged to emfeaA; and be 
fcqrt-ow Ihip-board dUrfng A^ f^mkki-' 
dwi <rf the feirfcm. Thii^ F ith^pil!^ 
duded" ffom pserfohaHy purfiiing* tl^e 
ftigitfve- or the Tkviflie^ : bw* at tedft^ 
r tal» A* prtGautkki of- fehdbigi a^' 
thifty ntyrmidon tro Pirfej« whd T^1]P 
pfatit hittifeliF M Vitmoiit^s 'h^g*hte(!>ui'^ 
hobd, dilrgeAtly obferve Ms? motions;' 
and. fend me intelligetic^ ■ whether the 
poor girl has again fslleti • inttr tJl^* 
bands of the man who W fttt . f<^ Icor* 
dially d^tefts. Shdu1dtha«b^ thacmfe^^ 
r would endeavour-to eilxert gteMet di* 
ligence and fkill in recovering hiy toft 
property, than I have fliown in-^keep- 
iag itv • ' " ' - 



•• «■* 



Adieu, my dear brother ! Salute 
Eleonora in ray name. I love her the 
more, now that fo great a ftqiilarity 
exifts between her fate and mine. She 
has loft the obje£l of he** tender affec- 
tions : — the fame misfortune ha^ be,-: 
fallen me ; and I dread from my fouf, 
Ihat, that like her, I fhall be incon- 
folable. The fource of her mifery and 
of mine is that we both poffefs 4:oo 
great a portion of fenfibiKty and vir- 
tue.-~Let tlys be a warning: to you, 
DolervaL 



k, » 



iHtfi swi^hr Djs vAUJUfotiJ^. 
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' Blols,. id-Jjuly, fix in thc^afterpooni 



• »■/.»- ' . • ■ - 

M^XAK^ .your mind eafy. Sir : there 
is nobody to blab at prefent^^i— -th^ 
bufinef^ isL fettled* . 



' -r 



^ferccl x3:eniande^ a conliderabtiK 
film : I gave him every thing he? re- 
quired : I knew you could i)Ot.ftkmi 
to higgle for fo capital a-ftroke.*— A s^ 
foon as the cage was unlocked, the 
bird came out of her own accords? t 
was for feme time at a lofs ho\v/to^if- 
pofe of her, as Marcel had- doped* 
with us, and. kept us companyv But. 
quitting us at a few leagues' diftance 
feom.Saumur, he left; me at liberty- ^^ 



dnd titboBt th« break of^ day, in a piece 
^f woodland near Tours, the bird fang 
her laft flutes : — in* that fpot L left ber 
undetr 'the fallen* IdaVieSw ^ 

Neverthelefs,, it is ffoit^Blois that- 1 
write to yotr ;; being detained here by 
£gknefs.. It was a. dreadful . undertake 
in g. that you charged me with : •—to- 
execute it, required all the courage tbafc 
. i could fummon to my aid, I am per-. 
iuaded> Sir, that even yourfelf, who 
-are certainly a more experienced ve- 
teran than I, could not, without (hud* 
dering, have accomplifhed that bufi- 
nefsr-'^the bird had fuch. beautifuL 
plumage^ and fo charming a voice !. 
She aflfedted me fo much, that I have 
not yet recovered — I quiver in every, 
limb — I am very, very fick.. Indeed,, 
Sirj^, luftcad.of; the?:five. hundred. louxa«^- 
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d'ots that you protriifed nae^ youought 
ill all confcience to give. me a thau>^ 
fand : and I fDiemiUy- fweai^ to , you> 
tUat, if you werje to offer, mfi foiirtiines 
as much, I would not do the bufineis 
Over again, . - >' 
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From the Prefbytery * of St. Cyr, ^ntar TpiV^ 
5th Auguft, fcven in the evening. 

I iiiAVE »ot^'-^my dear Dorothy; ereil 
the melancboly iconfolation of enter^ 
taining a fingle doubt on the fubjeft t 
— the infamous Varmont has filled up 
the meafure of his crimes. 

•^ 

r ' 

i ^ <> ' - • * 

. Havfeig for fonie days paft been mote 
urgently T importuned by the infaltihg 
propofials of Monfieur de Murville, I 
vainly Endeavoured to gain over his 

* I Igiow. apt whether tbe word iV^/^ry has 
ever been ufed in Englifh to denote the i^ufe or 
Hwelling of a prieft, (prejhyter) : in that figni- 
fication it is employed in thefe volumes. Tr. 
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^alet-de-chambre who was intruftetl 
with the keys of »ray prifon. I leave 
70U to judge with what earneftnefs I 
redoubled my efforts, when the appear- 
ance of Lafieur, who was commiffion- 
^d by Varmont to claim me from the 
hands of Murville, had convinced >me 
that my enemy was no doubt fie'ter- 
jnined, at whatever price, to accom- 
plilh his deteftabie projeftj^ ^ 

Afy felicitations, now become more 
frequent and more prefling, at length • 
speared to touch the heart of Marcel. 
-—The day before yefterday, we had 
agreed that I fliould hold myfelf in 
readinefs to make my efcapejn the dead 
of the following night. He came to 
me according to appointment : he 
opened the doors of my apartment ^ 
^nd the precaution he had taken, of 

/ ' 8 
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irlflging 110 light with him, appeared 
to me quite natural. -We defcended 
the ftaircafe without noife, and haftily 
iraverfed the garden, at the back door 
of which I was at firft furprifed to find 
a poft-chaife in waiting. 

Marcel, who perceived how much I 
iwas ailonillied at this inftancle of at- 
tention on his part, faid to me in the 
moil unafFe£led tone, " You muft quit 
the vicinity of this chateau with all 
poffible expedition. On foot, on the 
high road, in the darknefs of ntght, 
ayou could jibt 'proceed very far. I fhall 
therefore cohdu£l you fome leagues* 
diftance: but I^ intend to quit you at 
the break of day ; and then you will 
manage in the beft manner you can." 

Satisfied with thefe few words, I en- 
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tered' the carriage, Maroel took hi6 
ftation behind : and I was fo tranfport- 
cd with tumultvQiw joy, that I had 
Hot even the prefence of mitid to in*- 
-quire or confider who our driver ibight 
be. Alas ! I difcovered him at llie 
firft dawn of the morning. 

.We were i)i a wood : Marcel had 

juft quitted the carriage ;- and I was 

beginning to feel very uneafy fenfiations 

on f(peing rayfelf thus expofed, in a 

mainner, at the difcretion lof a ftranger- 

^Suddenly my conduftor turned afide 

from the highway, and drove into a 

by-road.. — I was alarmed, — I fliriek- 

ed. — Immediately he lodked back 

towards me, and ** If you rriake the 

leaft noife," faid he, ^' Til inftantly put 

you to death/' 

6 



m 

! Conceive^ Ddrnthy^ my horror, oir 
fecogmfing . the -fefttureB and t'he voice 
ef thalJ cruel footman, whofe appear- 
ance alt Murville's countrj^-feat bad fa 
much alai^mied me a few days before ! 
A dark cloud overfpread my eyes-— 
a cold iweat bedewed my face -^ and I 
remamed motiorilefs through fear in that 
carriage ^bich w^s conducing me td 
the fpot where a parricide brother was 

no doubt pifeparing for my deftruftion. 

* .... 

. Searcdy had-we advanced thirty 
J^ards, ifrheri ^e came to a more dark 
and gloomy fpot.'- Lafleur flopped the 
horfes : I fcreAmed and fhrieked aloud : 
be turned towards- me with a threaten- 
ing. gfeftui^feT ■ fear* immediately choaked 
Thy vwce: but' I fuppofe there was a 
•fomething in my countenance and atti- 
tude, ftrfficiently moving to melt the 
Vol. I. K 
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heart of a barbarian: for he z^in 
whipped his horfes,and proceded. But 
alas! he foon refumcd hs bloody fefo- 
lutionsj and made mt, twenty times in 
one Ihort quarter of an hour, experience 
pangs more cruel than th'ofe 0/ dfeath it- 
kfelf. — Every moment he flackened his 
pace, turned back his head, and call 
on his viftim a look of faVage ferocity. '» 

On my part, feeing that all my hopes 
refted on his compaffion, I threw my- 
felf on -my knees in the fatal 'carriage, 
prefenting to the eyes of my intended 
affaffin my countenance batlied with 
tears, and my out-ftretched handd dafp- 
ed together in earneft fupplIckdOd'. ' B- 
very time th^t.he viewed that'&d'fpec- 
tacle, he Teemed to relent :; but ttie iot- 
preflions of pity were of fo fhxiit dura- 
tion, that it Vak vlilble the tcrime joauft 
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at length be .accomplifli^d. At J.eaft 
fucfa was my conviAion ; and I fujefed 
a thoufand deaths while in dreadful exr* 
peftation of the fatal ftroke. 



■% - 



At length Lafleur,. haying fteeled his 
foul with additional courage and fero* 
city, alights from his horfe : but left the 
light of me ihould again (hake .his refp- 
lution, he kept his head turned adde 
while he approached me. Meantime 
I ru(hed out of the carriage, and j.^r 
yanced towards him. My eyes foi^t 
to, me^t his : he faw me, an^ was un? 
^bfe tp ftrike the d^iidly blow. Imme;* 
difttcly jl dtopjied ^down at .,his fept, -rr 

efiibrajp3^4 hi?. ^9^§^T^ ^^^ exclairaedj, 
f* Nq^ mjr fcienrtr ,«J0 i^jx^uwill nojt. dp 
i^,! ypu,.afe ufft^fy ypid pf ^exQy a^ the 
crwl^wretcfh who, has ^ feut you. Yop 

K 2 
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cious crimes which he prefcribes, — 
you, who, at the moment I was finking^ 
in the waves, ftretched out your friend- 
ly hand to refcue me from deftruc^ 
tion ! Leave, leave the execution of 
the bloody defign to him who plunged 
ine back into the ocean. Can you be 
apprehenlive that I ftiould ever betray 
or britig you into danger, — I, who par- 
doned even i&/w, — I, who, to fcreen 
him from the juft puniftiment due tahis 
black deeds, confented to keep my 
ftory, and jeven my very name, a fecret ? 
Even now, I ftill confent to do the 

r 

fame. Til retire to ' fome obfcure Vil- 
lager—there conceal my vrret<ihednefs 
and my misf6Vtune$ -i— and never more 
fliall the name of Emily de Varinont be 
heard -i- 1 promife, I fwear it to you by 
all that is facred. — Return, hdwever, 
to ^e inhuman wretch who Tent you : 
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tell him his fitter is no more. *^ Let hiru 
rejoice at my deplorable end : let . him 
enrich himfelf with my fpoils. I, on 
the other hand, fliall ever remember 
that when he wiflied to take away my 
life, it was you who faveri it/* 

r i 

While I thus esdeavonr^d to awaken 
the fentiments of humanity in t^ heart 
of Lafleur, he appeared to 'be.fucceft- 
fively agitated by various difcordahtpaf- 
-£ox)a« I oBferved liim with ih^t quick 
:but'acute attention x)f which danger. reiu- 
^ers us capable;' At'£ril' hisicoiihte*' 
isance exhibited all the ftem refblution 
of'defpair: it next difplayed irrefolu<r 
tion and anxiety r happily' tliiefe were 
foon fucceeded by pity j And pity at 
length brought. x)n repcritanfce. - The 
moment was now come, whctx, if he 
had poflefled fufiicient flrengtk to ipeakj^ 



my* irt tended mur<J^f ef W6u}d have im- 
pfored my mercy and pardon in turn. 
His uplifted arm felf languid by 'his 
fide : iYie poignard ' dropped from His 
grafp. — Inftantly fezing the favour- 
able moment'for efcape, I fprang up ota 
my feet, and plunging into the thick 
of the foreft, ran, I knew not whither, 
but continued my flight flraight forward 
in queit of an afylum, '" ' ' [' 
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. " Being foon obliged to ftop in order 
to recovei* lireath, I felt an irrefiftftilc 
incllhatfon ' to look back towards tfe 
obje6l' 6if nljr termor. Throiigii^tl'open^ 
iri^iiritie' thick Mizj^t i'perWivctf hftix 
itill mdtioftlefe' ih ihe^fptrt'Whifre 1 Ir^a 
left 'hixiij ^ fiut why,'''thbught 1 to my- 
ifelf; '' is Kls fate turriecf tfiis vfriy? WKy 
do his |y<^'fl^l ptrrfafe my iftetJsy*"Thc 
id^ of i^-dfkftgerfrom wRM Tllad fli<A 



as yet wholly efqaped*. and which might 
ftill overtake me, iippelled me to re- 
fume my fligl]^. Terror added wingi 
to my fpeed ; nor did I agam flop untSji 
my. fears were completely allayed by 
the rattling cX thechaife, which, I (iould 
plainly perceive, was hurrying away 
from the fpot at full gallop. 

At that moment, feeling myfelf ready 
to faint, J flung myfelf on the ground, 
.bathc^d in a flood of teats : and utter- 
iiig a bitter imprecation againft the inii- 
pious wretch who thirfted for my blpod, 
Isreturned ;ny ^warmeft and deyout^ 

th^h)^/ to4hat Alw^ B^ing whp 

foonerar ]iat^.,Tef$:iie$ the weak from 

the opprdaipn^of tl^ff 5^^^^ Myhearjt 

;Wa3 nc*:^;4f?**?4^:T^^.^^{?!^ jipeffajbl^ 
|cgj wW(:l> %cci^3 5t^9^ oap^tJQp^ ^^^^' 



from immuM^ dai^er. Icon^jradulated 
mjfelf OB the^fevef^ tii^i I . h^ up^^i** 
gone; fince k prom^bd.io.be th^ \^ I 
fliould ever have tpexp^fi^i^Cjejrr^fi^c^ 
it had beea th^ mcMisjoif jeeoYcyriog fny 
liberty, ~*Ad fiftcetjslt 1 wfts Afc^nc^ 
5ind for ever <i*liye»ed/ffi)».ihe iJwdljf 
rage of a detefta^blff bfptbeft AOdrtlvj 
perfecutions of an unworthy lover. 



u 



But whither direft aay: S^ps ? : Jiow 
procure a fubfiftence ? ^-^ aja^ ! toi wtoot 
apply for relief? — « Whaiti'^irfifcta 
xnyfclf -^ *^ftalU hdptefe iiifomtn,£sriki 
bas not deferved. tbe^fmi^ottiimftiAial 
hayebel&Uen faer^*— (b9l^A>itbe»isnfibic4i» 
find an afylunn .? Wa& it not. mih acvic^ 
to conduft mt to a port of ifafetyv tibdt 
providence, evier juft,, ^^y^ionHv^it^ 
tbofe in diftrefe, h^ f(h loogj fu}ip«rted 
medunogth/Q 'ftofni? CiWrtbiA: prQT> 

-i - 
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^ence permit ti)at aU the emh to which 
human nature is fubje£t (houid at once 
be acc^naulnted on my innocent inex# 
periettced youth ? After fo many (i|ffer- 
lUgs^may I not hope toifiiiida fafe an4 
honourable retreat^ where, In the ob- 
fcttrity of ' a laborious life; I naay enjoy 
rr if not happinefij -r at te^ft'fome de- 

gree of peaca dnjd trmquiHity ?'' 

«... > 

Theie reflections revired xny hopes, 
^iid' rQ*axii*iated roy courage. Full of 
«c>;ifi4pi\ce^.J ^allced'on' towards ihpb 
unknown places where I wa$ to CKpe* 
rience a lefs deplorable fate. I had 
fodn ''t^averied the wood» - and opw 
fotmd myfelf on the high road, whence 
I difcovered at a fmall diftance a num- 
ber of' fteeples^ which <ex:hibi ted the ap- 
pearaApe of :> large an4 populous city^ 
After I had advanced fomewhal faj*tberi 

7 
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I perceived that near the city flood a 
village. The latter feemed better fuited 
to my prefent condition than the* for- 
mer: — in a village I flionld no doubt 
find it ealier to conceal myfejf*---and 
there I fhould be more likely to 
find thofe hofpitabI,e virtues whicib are 
the ufual attendants on fimplicity of 
manners. — Influenced by tbefe confi- 
derations, I turned to the right hand, 
and, leaving the city of Tours oti my 
left, entered the village of St. Cyr^ 
where 1 knocked at the d^Or'bftte 
prefbyteiy. , ■ 

A young man opened it.— **1/Witb>** 
faid I, " to fpeak to the clergyman."* 






' . ** He, is ready to hear what youhave 
to fay, Madaiii : — I arfi the per&n yoij 
inquire for." 
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** Do you ft^nd iri need of a fcnrant 
maid. Sir? 

** As to needs, Madam, I have no 
lack of them : it is only the means that 
are wanting.-— Whoever fent you to me, 
muft. It feems, be very ignorant of th^ 
fituation of a poor curate on a v^ry 
flender falary/* 

** Then you refufe mie an afyJum > 
you have no rooiii for nie in your houfe f^ 



" Room, Madam ? — as miich^roonl 
as you pleafe : but as to provifions, « 
very fcanty ftore, — - and ihoney,' none 
atatir - ■ 

'*• r oniy fiequife etrtpfoyhient and 

. ■■ I y ■ ■ 1 



^04 JBiMlLY^ DE VARMONr. 

" Bread ?— I am not oVcrftockcd even 
with that: yet I have no objeftibn to 
Ihare it with you. We may even fome- 
times cofttrive to add to it a few vege- 
tablesj milk^ or eggs : but remember I 
tell you before-hand that bread conAi** 
lutes the main article od my table*"-^ 
You talk of being my feryant !" conth- 
nued he, viewing me more attentively : 
" but if I may credit your air^nd ap- 
pearance, your are not calculated for 
iucfa a fituation.'* 



c "rXhe more, retiiped and -obfc4jr«i it 
I3/' interrupted J^ ^\ the better J' 



** Heark'ye!" refumed he with eafy 
good-humour : ^^ youfeemto be willing 
enough : but, in fpito of all you oan 
^y> yo^ appear to be as delicate as y<>u 
are handfome^ I think the buftle and 



iltigue of keeping the houfe in order 
would be too mudv for you : -— I tmder* 
take that tafk myfelf — • I am accuftom- 
ed to it : •^— but you may affift me in 
tending my little garden ; -—you may 
take'oare of my linen, which is none 
of the beft, — and alternately wafli my, 
two furplices : -— will that plan' rti^efj 
do you think ?•' . 



(€ 



Perfefitly well : — I am fatisfied." 



** My charming girl! you aftonifh 
me. — I again repeat that with me you 
will h^ in want of every thing." 

My dear Dorothy, I attentively view- 
ed the young man : — his IGgure as v^ell 
as his wbrds^ infpired me with perfift 
confidence.—'** Sir/' faid I, *^ putlm 



2od BMIlTvl^B rAKM0»T]i 

end to my uDceftakUrJr, — decide mjr 
fate, — admit me into your houfe/' 

** Moft willingly, Mad^m: and my 
only motive for telling you all this, is 
that you niay know before-hand what 
you have to expefl: — But ftop! one 
word more, I pray. Would you not 
loon be inclined to quit me ?'* 



" Never. 



» 



<€ 



And you'll be my niece ?" 



^f Yes, Sir : *tis the very thing ( wifh 
for : — ril be your niece." 



" Well, r ctommend your choice. 
Thofe who have moft mrdney, fdmetimefs 
appear the moft amiable, but are fel- 
dom ih$ happieft. or the beft*' : Walk 



iBy* continued he> ftretcbing forth his 
hand to me : " welcome to my humble 
roof! I have been feveral years in ex- 
pectation of yx)ur coming.. > With me 
you will be poor and fober : but, on 
the other hand, you will, if you refem- 
ble me, always have an excellent fto- 
mach^ a chearful temper, and a light 
heart." 

At thefe words, Dorothy, I entered 
the prefbytery. — You now begin to 
breathe after the horrors of the for- 
mer part of my recital : and my hand 
is fatigued with holding the pen^ To- 
morrow I (hall give you an account of 
the fubfequent converfation that pafled 
between me and the honeft ecclefiaftic 
whom I hav^ chofen as a .qfiafter. 

HMJ) OF THE FIRST: VOLtTME. ' 



